
29J. Br. Astron. Assoc. 129, 1, 2019

William Barton

Alice Grace Cook (1877–1958 and usually known by her middle name) was one of the first 
female Fellows of the Royal Astronomical Society. She was also briefly the Director of the 
British Astronomical Association Meteor Section. However, she is a little-known figure. This 
paper presents an overview of her life and contributions to astronomy.

Family background

Grace Cook’s parents were Francis Rider 

Cook (1842–1917) and Alice Charlotte née 

Lingwood (1844–1926).1 They married in 

WKH�6XuRON�WRZQ�RI�6WRZPDUNHW�LQ������

)UDQFLV� FDPH� IURP� :KLWHFKDSHO�� (DVW�

/RQGRQ��DQG�ZDV�RQH�RI� WHQ�FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH�

&RRN� IDPLO\�� 7KHLU� IDWKHU�� (GZDUG� &RRN�

(1810–’68) ran a business making soap and 

GLVLQIHFWDQWV�� ZKLOH� D� VHFRQGDU\� FRQFHUQ�

PDQXIDFWXUHG�DUWL¿FLDO�PDQXUH��%\������WKH�

EXVLQHVV�HPSOR\HG����PHQ�DQG�ER\V��LQFOXG-

LQJ�WZR�RI�(GZDUG¶V�RZQ�VRQV�2

$IWHU� WKH� GHDWK� RI� WKHLU� IDWKHU� LQ� ������

)UDQFLV�5LGHU�DQG�-DPHV�:LOOLDP������±XQ-

NQRZQ��OHIW�WKH�VRDS�PDQXUH�ZRUNV�IRU�6XI-

IRON��,W� LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH\�FDPH�WR�H[SORLW�

coprolite deposits: the Reverend John Ste-

vens Henslow (1796–1861) discovered sig-

QL¿FDQW� TXDQWLWLHV� LQ� WKH� HDVW� RI� WKH� FRXQW\�

LQ������DQG�SXEOLFLVHG�WKHLU�XVH�DV�D�EDVH�LQJUHGLHQW�IRU�DUWL¿FLDO�

IHUWLOLVHUV�3�+RZHYHU��WKHLU�EXVLQHVV�SDUWQHUVKLS�WUDGHG�FRUQ��FRDO�

DQG�VHHGV��-DPHV�OHIW�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS�RQ������0DU����DQG�ZHQW�WR�

EH�D�KDUERXUPDVWHU� LQ�(VVH[�4 Francis stayed on in Stowmarket 

and continued trading on his own account. 

*UDFH�&RRN¶V�PRWKHU¶V�IDPLO\�ZHUH�IURP�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�%DWW-

LVIRUG��ORFDWHG�IRXU�PLOHV�VRXWK�RI�6WRZPDUNHW��7KH�ODUJH�/LQJ-

ZRRG� IDPLO\�ZHUH�PRVWO\� IDUPHUV� DQG�$OLFH�&KDUORWWH� KDG� D�

WRWDO�RI�WKLUWHHQ�VLEOLQJV��,W�LV�QRW�NQRZQ�KRZ�)UDQFLV�DQG�$O-

LFH�PHW��EXW�IDPLO\�EXVLQHVV�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKH�PRVW�

OLNHO\�H[SODQDWLRQ�

$OLFH�*UDFH�ZDV�ERUQ�DW�WKH�IDPLO\�KRPH�RI�µ:RRGVLGH¶�LQ�

6WRZPDUNHW�� RQ� ����� )HE� ���5 Francis and Alice Charlotte’s 

RWKHU� FKLOGUHQ� ZHUH� )UDQFLV� (GZDUG�$UWKXU� �E�� ������� 6DUDK�

0DEHO� �E�� ������ DQG� ¿QDOO\�+HUEHUW� 5LGHU� �E�� ������� D� IDP-

LO\� WUHH� LV� VKRZQ� LQ�)LJXUH����5HFRUGV�EHIRUH������QRWH� WKHLU�

IDWKHU�DV�EHLQJ�D�IDUPHU�DQG�PHUFKDQW��EXW�DIWHU�WKLV�GDWH�KH�LV�

described solely as a merchant. Commercial directories since 

WKH�����V�DOVR�SRLQW�WR�)UDQFLV�5LGHU�UXQQLQJ�DQ�DJHQF\�IRU�WKH�

IDPLO\¶V�DUWL¿FLDO�PDQXUHV�

*UDFH�&RRN¶V�EURWKHUV��)UDQFLV�(GZDUG�DQG�+HUEHUW�5LGHU��GL-

YHUVL¿HG�LQWR�ÀRXU�PLOOLQJ��)URP�������WKH\�RSHUDWHG�WKH�9LFWRULD�

5ROOHU�0LOO�LQ�6WRZXSODQG�5RDG��$�VXEVWDQWLDO�VL[�VWRUH\�EXLOGLQJ�

FRQWDLQHG�PRGHUQ�PDFKLQHU\�DQG�UDQ�VHYHQ�SDLUV�RI�PLOO�VWRQHV��$�

PDOWLQJ�EXVLQHVV�ZDV�DOVR�RSHUDWHG�IURP�RWKHU�EXLOGLQJV�QHDUE\��

DV�WLPH�SURJUHVVHG��WKH\�FRQFHQWUDWHG�PRUH�RQ�SURGXFLQJ�PDOW�DQG�

WKH�ÀRXU�PLOOLQJ�ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�UXQ�GRZQ�

)UDQFLV�5LGHU¶V�FRPSDQ\�QDPH�GLVDSSHDUV�IURP�GLUHFWRULHV�EH-

WZHHQ������	�������,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�SUHVVXUHV�RI�

WKH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ�FDXVHG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�WR�IDLO��7KLV�FRXOG�DOVR�

EH�D�FDXVH�IRU�)UDQFLV�(GZDUG�EHLQJ�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKH�6W��$XGUH\¶V�

OXQDWLF�DV\OXP��ZKHUH�KH�GLHG�LQ������6

Alice Grace Cook:
An East Anglian meteor observer

Figure 1.�7KH�&RRN�IDPLO\�WUHH�

Figure 2. 7KH�5RRNHU\��6WRZPDUNHW�



30 J. Br. Astron. Assoc. 129, 1, 2019 

Barton:  Alice Grace Cook: An East Anglian meteor observer

8S�WR�������QRQH�RI�WKH�IHPDOH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�&RRN�IDPLO\�KDG�

DQ\�SDLG�HPSOR\PHQW��7KLV�KLQWV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�VXvFLHQWO\�ZHOO�

Ru� WR� VXSSRUW� WKUHH� QRQ�EUHDGZLQQHUV��$GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKH� IDPLO\�

HPSOR\HG�WZR�RU�WKUHH�KRXVHKROG�VHUYDQWV�DW�WKHLU�UHVLGHQFH��µ7KH�

Rookery’ (see Figure 2). Grace Cook’s secondary education took 

SODFH�DW�WKH�*LUOV�+LJK�6FKRRO�LQ�%XU\�6W��(GPXQGV�7 while at least 

RQH�VRQ�DWWHQGHG�D�ERDUGLQJ�VFKRRO�DW�:LWKDP�LQ�(VVH[�8

Not being employed was a clear advantage to Grace Cook when 

LW�FDPH�WR�QLJKW�WLPH�DVWURQRPLFDO�REVHUYLQJ��LW�IUHHG�KHU�IURP�WKH�

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�QHHGLQJ�VXvFLHQW�RYHUQLJKW�UHVW�EHIRUH�D�IROORZ-

LQJ�GD\¶V�ZRUN��,W�PD\�WKHUHIRUH�EH�QR�FRLQFLGHQFH�WKDW��ZKHQ�FLU-

FXPVWDQFHV�UHTXLUHG�*UDFH�&RRN�WR�REWDLQ�KHU�RZQ�LQFRPH��KHU�

output markedly decreased.

The astronomical world of Alice Grace 
Cook

,Q� ����� 1RYHPEHU�� *UDFH� &RRN� ZURWH� WR� WKH� ,SVZLFK� DPDWHXU�

DVWURQRPHU�'HQQLV�-DFN�)XOFKHU�)5$6������±¶���9 Fulcher and 

&RRN�ZHUH�DPRQJ�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�,SVZLFK�	�'LV-

WULFW�$VWURQRPLFDO�6RFLHW\�LQ��������+H�ZDV�FRPSLOLQJ�D�KLVWRU\�RI�

DVWURQRP\�LQ�6XuRON��,Q�WKH�OHWWHU��VKH�DVFULEHV�KHU�LQLWLDO�LQWHUHVW�

LQ�DVWURQRP\�WR�KHU�PDWHUQDO�JUDQGPRWKHU��RQH�6DUDK�/LQJZRRG�

�����±¶�����6DUDK�RZQHG�D�VPDOO�WHOHVFRSH��ZKLFK�VKH�XVHG�IUH-

TXHQWO\��6KH�DOVR�RZQHG�DQ�DVWURQRP\�UHIHUHQFH�ERRN�±�DQ������

HGLWLRQ�RI�0\OQH¶V�Elementary Treatise on Astronomy��,Q�WKH�IXOO-

QHVV�RI�WLPH�WKLV�ERRN��WKRXJK�QRW�WKH�WHOHVFRSH��FDPH�LQWR�*UDFH�

Cook’s hands.

,Q� WKH� DXWXPQ� RI� ������*UDFH�&RRN� DWWHQGHG� D� VHULHV� RI� VL[�

astronomy lectures in Stowmarket.10� 7KHVH� µ&DPEULGJH� ([WHQ-

VLRQ¶�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�ZHUH�JLYHQ�E\�-RVHSK�$OIUHG�+DUGFDVWOH�)5$6�

�����±������� $W� WKH� ¿UVW� OHFWXUH� KH� PDGH� DQ� DSSHDO� IRU� VWX-

GHQWV��MXVW�XQGHU�D�GR]HQ�SHRSOH�VXEVHTXHQWO\�VWD\HG�DW�WKH�HQG�

RI� HDFK� OHFWXUH� IRU� DGGLWLRQDO� WXWRULQJ��6HVVLRQV�ZHUH� DOVR�KHOG�

DW� +DUGFDVWOH¶V� ORGJLQJV� GXULQJ�PRUQLQJV� EHIRUH� WKH�PDLQ� OHF-

tures.11�6RPH�RI� WKHVH� VWXGHQWV�� LQFOXGLQJ�*UDFH�&RRN��ZRUNHG�

ZLWK�+DUGFDVWOH�WR�FODVVLI\�QHEXORXV�REMHFWV�RQ�)UDQNOLQ�$GDPV¶�

SODWHV��7KHVH�SKRWRJUDSKV�ZHUH�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�ZRUN�E\�RQH�-RKQ�

)UDQNOLQ�$GDPV������±�������ZKR�LQLWLDOO\�SODQQHG�WR�PDS�WKH�

0LON\�:D\�ZLWK�D����LQFK�����PP��DSHUWXUH�6WDU�&DPHUD�PDGH�

E\�7��&RRNH�	�6RQV�RI�<RUN�

7KLV� VXUYH\�ZDV� ODWHU� H[WHQGHG� WR� FRYHU� WKH�ZKROH� VN\�12 To 

GR�WKLV��LW�ZRXOG�EH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�RSHUDWH�IURP�WZR�ORFDWLRQV��WKH�

QRUWKHUQ� VN\�ZDV� LPDJHG� IURP� WKH�8.�� DQG� WKH� VRXWKHUQ� IURP�

WKH�&DSH�2EVHUYDWRU\��6RXWK�$IULFD��$� WRWDO�RI�����SODWHV�ZHUH�

H[SRVHG�EHWZHHQ������	�������ZLWK�����REMHFWV�FODVVL¿HG�DV�,�

µVSLUDO¶��,,�µHORQJDWHG¶��,,,�µGLuXVHG¶�RU�,9�µVPDOO¶��/DWHU��+DUG-

FDVWOH�FUHGLWHG�*UDFH�&RRN�ZLWK�XQGHUWDNLQJ�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKLV�

FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�ZRUN�13 +H� DOVR� SURSRVHG� KHU� IRU� HOHFWLRQ� WR� WKH�
%ULWLVK�$VWURQRPLFDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�VHFRQGHG�E\�)UDQN�

L. Grant.14 Her election took place on 1911 Feb 22. Hardcastle 

DQG�*UDQW�KHOG�WKH�SRVLWLRQV�RI�MRLQW�%$$�VHFUHWDULHV��ZLWK�+DUG-

FDVWOH�VHUYLQJ�IURP�����±¶���DQG�*UDQW�IURP�����±¶���15 Cook 

DQG�+DUGFDVWOH�NHSW�LQ�WRXFK�E\�OHWWHU�XQWLO�WKH�WLPH�RI�KLV�GHDWK�LQ�

1917.16�+DYLQJ�MRLQHG�WKH�%$$��*UDFH�&RRN�HQFRXUDJHG�RWKHUV�

LQ�KHU�DUHD�WR�MRLQ�WRR��D�WDEOH�RI�WKHVH�SHRSOH�KDV�EHHQ�FRQVWUXFWHG�

and is shown here.

*UDFH�&RRN�ODFNHG�DQ\�REVHUYDWLRQDO�DLGV�DW�WKLV�SRLQW��VR�FRQ-

FHQWUDWHG�RQ�QDNHG�H\H�ZRUN�±�DWPRVSKHULF�SKHQRPHQD��DXURUDH��

PHWHRUV�DQG�WKH�]RGLDFDO�OLJKW�DOO�WRRN�KHU�LQWHUHVW��%$$�UHJXOD-

WLRQV�UHTXLUH�D�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WZR�\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKH�ORDQ�RI�DQ�LQ-

VWUXPHQW�FDQ�EH�DSSOLHG�IRU�

,Q������*UDFH�&RRN�DFTXLUHG�1R������D���LQFK�����PP��DS-

HUWXUH�FORFN�GULYHQ�HTXDWRULDO� UHIUDFWRU�17� ,W�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�EHHQ�

RZQHG� E\� DQ� RULJLQDO�PHPEHU� RI� WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�� RQH� &RORQHO�

:LOOLDP�$OH[DQGHU� 3HQQLQJWRQ� �����±������� +H� OLYHG� DW� /DNH�

+RXVH��1HWOH\�$EEH\��+DPSVKLUH�ZLWK�KLV�IRXU�XQPDUULHG�VLVWHUV��

Figure 3. $OLFH�*UDFH�&RRN� LQ�KHU�REVHUYDWRU\��SXEOLVKHG� LQ� WKH�English Me-
chanic�������)HE���� From Ref. 20.

Chronological Table of BAA members proposed or seconded by Alice Grace Cook

Name Date Address Proposer Seconder 

+HQU\�)UHGHULF�:KLWURG� �����0DU���� 3DUN�9LOODV��'LVV��1RUIRON� $��*��&RRN� :��)��'HQQLQJ�
%DVLO�-RKQ�:DLW�%URZQ��L�� �����1RY���� 5LFNLQJKDOO�6XSHULRU��QHDU�'LVV� :��)��'HQQLQJ� $��*��&RRN�
-RKQ�3KLOLS�0DQQLQJ�3UHQWLFH��LL�� �����1RY���� 5HGFURIW��6WRZPDUNHW��6XuRON� $��*��&RRN� %DVLO�%URZQ�
0LOHV�7DOERW�%URFNPDQ��LLL�� �����1RY���� (DWRQ�&RWWDJH��7KDPHV�'LWWRQ��6XUUH\� -��3��0��3UHQWLFH� $��*��&RRN�
(GZDUG�+RZDUG�&ROOLQVRQ��LY�� �����1RY���� ���:HVWHU¿HOG�5RDG��,SVZLFK� -��3��0��3UHQWLFH� $��*��&RRN
+HUFXOHV�'HUPRW�:LOIUHG�3DNHQKDP� �����$SU���� /DQJIRUG�/RGJH��&UXPOLQ��$QWULP� $��*��&RRN� 0��'DYLGVRQ�
5HY��-RKQ�+L[RQ�,UYLQJ� �����'HF���� &UHVVLQJWRQ�$YH���+LJK�7UDQPHUH��&KHVKLUH� $��*��&RRN� -��3��0��3UHQWLFH�
:LOIUHG�7LGPDUVK� �����0D\���� 1RUWKJDWH�$YHQXH��%XU\�6W��(GPXQGV�� $��*��&RRN� -��3��0��3UHQWLFH�
$UWKXU�)UHGHULFN�%HQQHWW��Y�� �����-XQ���� +D\OLQJV��/HLVWRQ��6XuRON� $��*��&RRN� -��3��0��3UHQWLFH�
)UDQN�(JHUWRQ�:DONHU� �����1RY���� 0DLVRQHWWH��/HLVWRQ��6XuRON� $��*���)"��%HQQHWW� $��*��&RRN�
(GZDUG�$OOHQ�5REHUW�3HDUFH� �����'HF���� ���:KLWZRUWK�5RDG��'XEOLQ� :��)��'HQQLQJ� $��*��&RRN�
*HRUJH�(ULF�'HDFRQ�$OFRFN��YL�� �����)HE���� ���/RQGRQ�5RDG��3HWHUERURXJK�� -��3��0��3UHQWLFH� $��*��&RRN

Notes:

�L��/DWHU�H[FDYDWHG�6XWWRQ�+RR���LL��%$$�0HWHRU�6HFWLRQ�'LUHFWRU�����–�����LLL��*UHVKDP¶V�6FKRRO�SXSLO���LY��%$$�0DUV�6HFWLRQ�'LUHFWRU�����–���	�3UHVLGHQW�����–4. 

�Y��%$$�7UHDVXUHU�����–3 & 1936–����YL��'LVFRYHUHG�¿YH�QRYDH�	�FRPHWV�
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)ROORZLQJ�KLV�GHDWK�RQ������$XJ�����RQH�RI�WKH�0LVV�3HQQLQJWRQV�

GRQDWHG� KLV� WHOHVFRSH� WR� WKH�%$$�� ,W� LV� WKHUHIRUH� NQRZQ� DV� WKH�

µ3HQQLQJWRQ�5HIUDFWRU¶�18�7KH�LQVWUXPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�TXRWHG�DV�KDY-

LQJ�EHHQ�PDGH�E\�RQH�RI�VHYHUDO�GLuHUHQW�PDQXIDFWXUHUV��,Q�KHU�

�����UHFROOHFWLRQ�WR�)XOFKHU��VKH�FODLPV�LW�WR�EH�&DSWDLQ�:LOOLDP�

1REOH¶V� �����±�������é�LQFK�����PP��DSHUWXUH�5RVV� UHIUDFWRU��

ZKLFK�ZDV�DOVR�LQ�WKH�%$$�ORDQ�FROOHFWLRQ�DW�WKH�WLPH�DV�LQVWUX-

PHQW�1R������7KHUH� LV��KRZHYHU��QR�FRQWHPSRUDU\�GRFXPHQWDU\�

evidence that she ever had No. 19 over No. 27.19

$�GHWDLOHG�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI� WKH�REVHUYDWRU\�EXLOW� WR� WKH� UHDU�RI�

WKH�&RRN�IDPLO\�KRPH�����7DYHUQ�6WUHHW��6WRZPDUNHW���ZDV�SXE-

lished (see Figure 3).20�$�ODWHU�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�TXRWHV�

DQ�RYHUDOO�OHQJWK�RI����P���IW���´��21�7KLV�H[FHVVLYH�OHQJWK�PHDQW�

WKDW� VRPH� WDOOHU� XVHUV� KDG� WR� VLW� RQ� WKH� ÀRRU� WR� REVHUYH��ZKLOH�

DQ�LPPRYDEOH�URRI�VXSSRUW�PDGH�REVHUYLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�PHULGLDQ�

LPSRVVLEOH��7KH�6XQ�DQG�WKH�0RRQ�ZHUH�VWXGLHG��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�

SODQHW�6DWXUQ�� WKH������1RY��� WUDQVLW�RI�0HUFXU\�ZDV�DOVR�RE-

served.22�/DWHU��*UDFH�&RRN�UHFDOOHG�WKH�KDSS\�WLPHV�VKH�HQMR\HG�

LQ�WKLV�REVHUYDWRU\��RFFDVLRQDOO\�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�D�SHW�FDW��$�YLVL-

WRUV¶�ERRN�NHSW�WKH�QDPHV�RI�YLVLWRUV��EXW�WKLV�LV�QRW�NQRZQ�WR�VXU-

vive.23�$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��WKH�WHOHVFRSH�LV�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�%$$¶V�

SRVVHVVLRQ��KRZHYHU��KDYLQJ�JRQH�WKURXJK�VHYHUDO�XVHUV�LW�KDV�ORVW�

LWV�RULJLQDO�LURQ�FROXPQ�VWDQG��7KH�FXUUHQW�¿QGHU�WHOHVFRSH�LV�DOVR�

not the original.

$W� WKH� KHLJKW� RI� WKH� *UHDW� :DU�� RQ� ����� 2FW� ��� *UDFH�

&RRN¶V� ���\HDU�ROG� IDWKHU� GLHG�24 His widow and daughters 

PRYHG� IURP� µ7KH�5RRNHU\¶� WR� µ7KH�*URYH¶�� RQ� QHDUE\� ,SV-

ZLFK� 5RDG�� ,QVWUXPHQW� 1R�� ��� ZDV� UHWXUQHG� WR� WKH� %$$�25 

but at her new address Grace Cook continued work using a 

VRPHZKDW� VPDOOHU� ��LQFK� ���PP�� DSHUWXUH� 2WWZD\� UHIUDF-

WRU��$���LQFK�����PP��DSHUWXUH�UHÀHFWLQJ�WHOHVFRSH�ZDV�DOVR�

XVHG�26 loaned to her by Hardcastle.

,I�D� ODUJHU�DSHUWXUH�ZDV�QHHGHG� IRU�D�SDUWLFXODU�REVHUYDWLRQDO�

WDVN��&RORQHO�7RPOLQH¶V�2UZHOO�3DUN�UHIUDFWRU�ZDV�XVHG��'XH� WR�

WKH� GLVWDQFH� IURP� 6WRZPDUNHW�� WKHVH� REVHUYDWLRQV� UHTXLUHG� DQ�

RYHUQLJKW�VWD\�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�1DFWRQ��$Q�XQQDPHG�IULHQG�ERWK�

accommodated and operated the 10-inch (250mm) aperture tele-

VFRSH� IRU� *UDFH� &RRN�� ,W� LV� SRVVLEOH� WKDW� WKLV� IULHQG� ZDV� -RKQ�

0DFOHDQ�:LVHPDQ������±�������ZKR�ZDV�DQ�2UZHOO�3DUN�HVWDWH�

ZRUNHU�NQRZQ� WR�KDYH�VXvFLHQW�NQRZOHGJH� WR�RSHUDWH� WKH� WHOH-

scope. 27�$Q�H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�W\SH�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ�ZDV�RI�WKH�SODQHW�

6DWXUQ�RQ������0DU����28�VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUH����,W�ZDV�XQGHUWDNHQ�

LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ� IRU�DQRWKHU�RQ�0DU�����ZKHQ� WKH�SODQHW�ZDV�GXH�

WR�RFFXOW�WKH�VWDU�/HLS]LJ�,��������8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�ZHDWKHU�RQ�

WKH���WK�ZDV�XQVXLWDEOH�IRU�REVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�SURMHFW�ZDV�DEDQ-

GRQHG��REVHUYDWLRQV�ZHUH�VXFFHVVIXOO\�FDUULHG�RXW�IURP�6RXWK�$I-

ULFD�WKRXJK���$�VHFRQG�H[DPSOH�RFFXUUHG�RQ������0D\����ZKHQ�

*UDFH�&RRN�MRLQHG�D�JURXS�WR�REVHUYH�D�OXQDU�HFOLSVH�29

UK Meteor observing in the first quar-
ter of the Twentieth Century

7KH�HVWDEOLVKHG�PHWKRG�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ�ZDV�WR�XVH�D�WKLQ��VWUDLJKW�

ZDQG�DERXW��IW�����P��LQ�OHQJWK��5HPDLQLQJ�PHQWDOO\�DOHUW��REVHU-

YDWLRQV�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�IURP�D�GHFN�FKDLU�XVLQJ�WKLV�ZDQG�DQG�D�

VWRS�ZDWFK��7KH�LQVWDQW�D�PHWHRU�DSSHDUHG��WKH�ZDQG�ZDV�KHOG�DW�

DUP¶V�OHQJWK�SDUDOOHO�WR�LWV�SDWK��DQG�WKH�VWRS�ZDWFK�ZDV�XVHG�WR�

UHFRUG�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHWHRU¶V�DSSHDUDQFH��7KH�PDJQLWXGH�RI�

WKH�PHWHRU�ZDV�HVWLPDWHG�E\�FRPSDULQJ�LW�ZLWK�DGMDFHQW�VWDUV�DQG�

SODQHWV��:KHQ�WKH�REVHUYHU�KDG�DOO�WKHVH�GHWDLOV�¿[HG�

LQ� WKHLU�PLQG�� WKH\�ZHUH�QRWHG�GRZQ��2QFH�D�QLJKW¶V�

REVHUYLQJ�ZDV�FRPSOHWH��WKH�UHFRUGHG�SDWKV�FRXOG�EH�

WUDQVIHUUHG� WR�D�FHOHVWLDO�JOREH��7DNLQJ�UHYHUVH� WUDFNV�

along the recorded meteor paths allowed the radiant 

point to be determined.30

$V�DQ�DLG� WR�REVHUYDWLRQ��*UDFH�&RRN�DOVR�XVHG�D�

PHWHRURVFRSH� �)LJXUH� ���� 7KLV� SLHFH� RI� HTXLSPHQW�

KDG�EHHQ�GHVLJQHG�E\�WKH�5HYHUHQG�0DUWLQ�'DYLGVRQ�

�����±������DQG�ZDV�LQWHQGHG�WR�HDVH�WKH�WDVN�RI�PHWH-

RU�REVHUYLQJ��DOWKRXJK�LW�ZDV�RQO\�RSHUDEOH�DIWHU�VRPH�

LQLWLDO�GLvFXOW\�31�,W�ZDV�H[KLELWHG�DW�WKH�%$$�PHHWLQJ�

RI������0DU����32 Reading the description reveals very 

OLWWOH�VLPLODULW\�WR�DQ������LQVWUXPHQW�RI�WKH�VDPH�QDPH�

by James Challis (1803–’82).33 A meteorometer was 

DOVR�GHYLVHG�E\�'DYLGVRQ�DURXQG�WKLV�WLPH��WR�UDWLRQDO-

ise discordant observations (Figure 6).34

7KH�%$$�0HWHRU�6HFWLRQ�KDG�¿YH�2EVHUYLQJ�'L-

UHFWRUV� GXULQJ� WKLV� SHULRG�� 7KH� ¿UVW� ZDV�:DOWHU� (U-

QHVW�%HVOH\������±������ZKR�VHUYHG�IURP�����±¶����

Figure 4.�6NHWFK�RI�6DWXUQ�E\�$OLFH�*UDFH�&RRN��From Ref. 28.

Figure 5 (Left).�7KH�0HWHRURVFRSH��DV�SLFWXUHG�LQ�WKH�Jour-
nal in 1920. From Ref. 31.

Figure 6 (Above).�7KH�0HWHRURPHWHU��From Ref. 34.
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IROORZHG�E\�0LVV�&DWKHULQH�2FWDYLD�6WHYHQV� �����±������ IURP�

����±¶���� WKH�5HYHUHQG�0DUWLQ�'DYLGVRQ� IURP�����±¶���35 Al-

LFH�*UDFH�&RRN�IURP�����±¶����DQG�¿QDOO\�-RKQ�3KLOLS�0DQQLQJ�

3UHQWLFH������±¶����ZKR�VHUYHG�IURP������RQZDUGV�36 An active 

REVHUYLQJ�DQG� UHFRUGLQJ�SURJUDPPH�ZDV�FDUULHG�RQ��GHVSLWH� WKH�

VHFWLRQ�VRPHWLPHV�RSHUDWLQJ�ZLWK�YHU\�IHZ�PHPEHUV�37

2EVHUYLQJ� UHSRUWV� ZHUH� XVHG� WR� LGHQWLI\� PHWHRULF� UDGLDQW�

points.����� 2QH�WKHRU\�SXUVXHG�ZDV�WKDW�RI�µ6WDWLRQDU\�5DGLDQWV¶�40 

SURSRVHG� E\�:�� )�� 'HQQLQJ��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKLV� WKHRU\�� PHWHRUV�

FRXOG�EH�VHHQ�HPDQDWLQJ�IURP�D�VLQJOH�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�VN\�IRU�VHYHUDO�

PRQWKV�DW�D�WLPH��µ3URRI¶�RI�WKLV�FRQFHSW�DSSHDUHG�LQ�������ZKHQ�

&RRN�DQG�3UHQWLFH�FODLPHG�WR�KDYH�REVHUYHG�PHWHRUV�FRPLQJ�IURP�

D�VWDEOH�SRLQW�QHDU�0��(SVLORQ��$ULHWLV�EHWZHHQ�-XO\�DQG�'HFHPEHU��

GHVSLWH�WKH�(DUWK�PRYLQJ�WKURXJK�QHDUO\�KDOI�LWV�DQQXDO�RUELW�LQ�WKLV�

period.41�,W�LV�QRZ�DFFHSWHG�WKDW�WKHVH�ZHUH�PHUHO\�FRLQFLGHQFHV�RI�

random sporadic meteors.

The Great War

7KH�)LUVW�:RUOG�:DU�EURXJKW�ODUJH�VRFLDO�FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�8.��DV�

PDQ\�RI�WKH�PDOH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZHUH�DEVHQW�ZKLOH�VHUYLQJ�LQ�WKH�

IRUFHV��7KHVH�FKDQJHV�DuHFWHG� WKH�DVWURQRPLFDO�ZRUOG� WRR��,Q�

�����±�SHUKDSV�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�%HOJLDQ�QDWLRQ�±�*UDFH�&RRN�

MRLQHG� WKH� $QWZHUS�EDVHG� 6RFLpWp� G¶$VWURQRPLH� G¶$QYHUV�42 

KHU� PHPEHUVKLS� EHLQJ� SURSRVHG� E\� &KDUOHV� %LUNHQVWRFN�

�IRXQGLQJ�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�%XUHDX�&HQWUDO�0HWHRULTXH��DQG�)pOL[�

de Roy (1883–1942).43

2Q������ -DQ�����*UDFH�&RRN�ZDV� HOHFWHG� DV�RQH�RI� WKH�¿UVW�

IHPDOH�)HOORZV�RI�WKH�5R\DO�$VWURQRPLFDO�6RFLHW\��+HU�IHOORZVKLS�

KDG�EHHQ�SURSRVHG�E\�:LOOLDP�)UHGHULFN�'HQQLQJ� �����±������

RQ������1RY�����7KH�RWKHU�IHPDOH�)HOORZV�HOHFWHG�WKDW�GD\�ZHUH�

0DU\�$GHOD�%ODJJ� �����±�������(OOD�.DWKHULQH�&KXUFK� �����±

������� ,UHQH� (OL]DEHWK� 7R\H� :DUQHU� �����±

����"���DQG�)LDPPHWWD�:LOVRQ������±������44 

2I�WKHVH�DW�OHDVW�*UDFH�&RRN�DQG�(OOD�&KXUFK�

NQHZ�HDFK�RWKHU��(OOD�DQG�WKH�5HYHUHQG�7KHR-

GRUH�(YHO\Q�5HHFH�3KLOOLSV� �����±������KDG�

DGYLVHG�*UDFH�&RRN�RQ�WKH�GHVLJQ�RI�KHU�RE-

servatory.45� 0DU\� %ODJJ� KDG� DOVR� FRPH� WR�

astronomy through Hardcastle’s lectures.46 

)LDPPHWWD�:LOVRQ�OLYHG�LQ�1RUWK�/RQGRQ��EXW�

VKH�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�IURP�/RZHVWRIW��6XuRON�47

&RRN�DQG�:LOVRQ¶V�REVHUYDWLRQDO�ZRUN�FRQ-

WLQXHG� GHVSLWH� WKH� ULVN� RI� =HSSHOLQ� DLU� UDLGV��

ERWK� (DVW� $QJOLD� DQG� /RQGRQ� ZHUH� ZLWKLQ�

=HSSHOLQ� UDQJH�� (uHFWLYH� FRXQWHU� PHDVXUHV�

DJDLQVW�WKH�=HSSHOLQV�ZHUH�RQO\�GHYHORSHG�DV�

the war progressed.

3HUKDSV�WKH�ZDU�DOVR�UHGXFHG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�

astronomical speakers available. Grace Cook 

¿OOHG�WKLV�YRLG�LQ�6XuRON��JLYLQJ�WZR�WDONV�WR�

WKH� ,SVZLFK�	�'LVWULFW�1DWXUDO�+LVWRU\�6RFL-

ety.48�6KH� OHFWXUHG�RQ�µ7KH�6XQ¶V�)DPLO\¶�RQ�

�����0DU����6KH�DOVR�OHFWXUHG�RQ�µ6RPH�$V-

WURQRPLFDO�'LVFRYHULHV¶� RQ� �����1RY���� MXVW�

WZR�GD\V�EHIRUH�µWKH�JXQV�IHOO�VLOHQW¶��7KH�ODW-

ter paper was reproduced by the Leeds Astro-

QRPLFDO�6RFLHW\��RI�ZKLFK�*UDFH�&RRN�ZDV�D�

member)49 in their Journal�IRU������

$W�������87��RQ� WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�6DWXUGD\������ -XQ����*UDFH�

&RRN�QRWLFHG�D�QRYD�LQ�$TXLOD��ODWHU�GHVLJQDWHG�9����$TXLO ��VHH�

)LJXUH�����6KH�KDG�EHHQ�URXWLQHO\�ORRNLQJ�IRU�VORZ�PRYLQJ��EULJKW�

meteors and noted in her Klein’s Star Atlas��µ2Q�-XQH��WK������¿UVW�

PDJQLWXGH� �$OWDLU����K���P�>5$@������>'HF@¶�50 Denning (with 

Figure 7.�)LHOG�RI�1RYD�$TXLO �������From Ref. 31, between p. 274 & 275.

Figure 8.�$OLFH�*UDFH�&RRN�LQ�KHU�REVHUYLQJ�GHFN�FKDLU��SLFWXUHG�IRU�WKH�Daily 
Mirror�������-XQ����
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ZKRP�&RRN�FRRSHUDWHG�H[WHQVLYHO\�LQ�PHWHRU�REVHUYLQJ��DOVR�VDZ�

LW��EXW�DURXQG�KDOI�DQ�KRXU�ODWHU��VR�VKH�KDV�EHHQ�FUHGLWHG�DV�WKH�

¿UVW�8.�SHUVRQ�WR�VHH�LW��+HU�REVHUYDWLRQ�ZDV�SRSXODUO\�UHSRUWHG�

in the Daily Mirror RI������-XQ�����VHH�)LJXUH����51 The actual dis-

FRYHU\�LV�QRUPDOO\�FUHGLWHG�WR�*HRUJH�1RHO�%RZHU������±�������

ZKR�REVHUYHG�LW�IURP�1XQJDPEDQNDQ��&KHQQDL��WKHQ�NQRZQ�E\�LWV�

IRUPHU�QDPH�RI�0DGUDV��LQ�,QGLD��VRPH�¿YH�KRXUV�HDUOLHU�DW�������

UT.52�%RZHU�ZDV� D� FXVWRPV�RvFHU� LQ� WKH� ,QGLDQ�&LYLO�6HUYLFH��

ERUQ� LQ�1RUZLFK�ZKHUH�KLV� IDWKHU�ZDV�DQ� LURQ� IRXQGHU��DPDWHXU�

DVWURQRPHU�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�LQVWUXPHQW�FROOHFWRU�53�%RZHU�-U��UHWLUHG�

WR�6XuRON�DQG�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�%URPH�54�:KHWKHU�KH�KDG�DQ\�

FRQWDFW�ZLWK�*UDFH�&RRN��VRPH�IRXUWHHQ�PLOHV�GLVWDQW�LQ�6WRZPDU-

NHW��LV�XQNQRZQ��7KLV�GLVFRYHU\�ZDV�GLVFXVVHG�E\�WKH�$VWURQRPL-

FDO�6RFLHW\�RI�,QGLD�LQ�������EXW�%RZHU�GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�

been a member.55

$Q�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SUHYLRXV�KLJKOLJKW�RI�*UDFH�&RRN¶V�FDUHHU�� LI�

QRW�DQ�DFWXDO�REVHUYDWLRQ��RFFXUUHG�LQ�������6KH�µVDZ�D�¿UHEDOO�

RQ�-XO\���G��K���P�ZKLOH�ZDONLQJ�IURP�WKH�KRXVH�WR�KHU�REVHU-

YDWRU\�DW�6WRZPDUNHW��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�WKH�JODUH�RI�WKH�KDOO�JDV�DQG�

RI� D� ODQWHUQ�SUHYHQWHG� LW� EHLQJ�ZHOO� VHHQ�� EXW� SDUW� RI� LWV�ÀLJKW�

ZDV�REVHUYHG��,W�PRYHG�DOPRVW�SHUSHQGLFXODU�WR�WKH�KRUL]RQ��DW�

OHDVW�����RI�LWV�ÀLJKW�EHLQJ�VHHQ��DQG�HQGHG�DW������������,W�KDG�

a magnitude >5��DQG�VHHPHG�WR�EH�OLNH�D�URXQG�JOREH��EXW�GLG�

QRW�EXUVW��&RRN�ZURWH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�SDSHUV��EXW�QR�IXUWKHU�GDWD�RI�

importance were obtainable’.56

The Chaldæan Society

)RXQGHG� LQ� ������ WKH� %$$� VRRQ� HV-

WDEOLVKHG� DQ� HQYLDEOH� UHFRUG� IRU� RE-

VHUYDWLRQDO� H[FHOOHQFH�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKHLU�SURJUDPPHV�RIWHQ�

UHTXLUHG� LQVWUXPHQWDO� DLG�� ZKLFK� OHIW�

VRPHWKLQJ� RI� D� JDS� ZKHQ� LW� FDPH� WR�

EDVLF�DVWURQRPLFDO�REVHUYLQJ��,W�ZDV�WR�

¿OO�WKLV�JDS�WKDW�D�JURXS�FDOOHG�WKH�&KDO-

G DQ� 6RFLHW\ FDPH� LQWR� H[LVWHQFH� LQ�

1916.57�7KH�RULJLQV�RI� WKLV�VRFLHW\�DQG�

LQGHHG� WKH� FKRLFH� RI� QDPH� DUH�� DSSDU-

HQWO\��ORVW�WR�KLVWRU\��$�TXDUWHUO\�MRXUQDO��

The Chaldæan� aimed to help all those 

ZLWK�D�GHVLUH�WR�VWXG\�DVWURQRP\��DQG�WR�

IXUWKHU�WKH�VWXG\�RI�HOHPHQWDU\�DQG�QD-

ked eye astronomy.

$�QDWLRQDO�µ'LUHFWRU�RI�2EVHUYDWLRQV¶�

ZRXOG�VHW�XS�SURJUDPPHV�RI�ZRUN��7KLV�

SRVW��KRZHYHU��VHHPHG�WR�EH�GLvFXOW�WR�

¿OO�±�RQO\�LQ�ODWH������ZDV�0UV�)LDP-

PHWWD�:LOVRQ�DSSRLQWHG�DV�'LUHFWRU��$I-

WHU�VKH�GLHG�±�XQGHU�D�\HDU�ODWHU��RQ������

July 21 – the post remained vacant.58

7KH������$QQXDO�*HQHUDO�0HHWLQJ�RI�

WKH�6RFLHW\�ZDV�KHOG�RQ�2FW�����7KHUH��

the Reverend David Ross Fotheringham 

�����±������� HGLWRU�RI�The Chaldæan��

advised the society to pay special atten-

tion to naked-eye work. He suggested 

WKDW�PHPEHUV�VKRXOG�ZDWFK�IRU��DQG�UHFRUG�VSHFLDOO\�

��� 7KH�¿UVW�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�SODQHWV�DIWHU�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�6XQ

��� (YHU\�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�0HUFXU\

��� $Q\�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�9HVWD��RWKHU�PLQRU�SODQHWV��QDNHG�H\H�FRPHWV���
  or Uranus

��� 2EVHUYDWLRQV�RI�QDNHG�H\H�YDULDEOH�VWDUV�OLNH�0LUD�&HWL�RU�$OJRO

5) Halos

��� )RU�WKRVH�ZLWK�NHHQ�VLJKW��WKH�FDUHIXO�PDSSLQJ�RI�WKH�0LON\�:D\�59

,Q�������-DPHV�+DUJUHDYHV������±������WRRN�RYHU�WKH�&KDOG DQ�

Society presidency and promoted local branches.60 These branch-

HV�ZHUH�WR�EH�IRUPHG�ZKHUHYHU�D�YROXQWDU\�µ/RFDO�&RUUHVSRQGHQW¶�

FRXOG� UDLVH� VXvFLHQW� LQWHUHVW�� $Q� µ2EVHUYLQJ� &RUUHVSRQGHQW¶�

ZRXOG� OHDG� WKH�DVWURQRPLFDO�ZRUN�RI� WKH�EUDQFK��7KH� IROORZLQJ�

EUDQFKHV�FDPH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�LQ�WKH�8.��ZLWK�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�DV-

sociated Local Correspondents given: 61

/XWRQ� � (GJDU�:LOOLDP�)RVWHU������±¶���

Tottenham A. Slaughter

+HUWIRUGVKLUH� (OHDQRU�$��3DUNHU������±�����

:DUZLFN� 5HYHUHQG�,YR�)UDQFLV�+HQU\�&DUU�*UHJJ������±�����

,SVZLFK� $OLFH�*UDFH�&RRN

/HWFKZRUWK� +��/��:LOWVKLUH

6RXWK�/RQGRQ� :��-HQQLQJV

,VOH�RI�:LJKW� )UDQFLV�$ODQ�6W\OHV������±¶���

6FRWODQG� 7KRPDV�/RJLH�0DF'RQDOG������±¶���

7KH� IRUPDWLRQ�PHHWLQJ�RI� WKH� ,SVZLFK�%UDQFK� WRRN�SODFH�DW� WKH�

0XVHXP�LQ�WKH�+LJK�6WUHHW��RQ������$XJ����*UDFH�&RRN�IRUPDOO\�

SURSRVHG�WKDW�D�EUDQFK�EH�IRUPHG�DQG�KHU�PRWLRQ�ZDV�VHFRQGHG�

E\� WKH� ,SVZLFK� RSWLFLDQ� DQG� DPDWHXU� DVWURQRPHU�+DUU\�+LQVOH\�

%XUJKDP������±������62 Grace Cook also started sub-branches in 

KHU�KRPH�WRZQ�RI�6WRZPDUNHW�DQG�WKH�

6XuRON�YLOODJH�RI�<R[IRUG��7KH�QDWLRQDO�

SUHVLGHQW�YLVLWHG�WKHUH�RQ������0DU����

to deliver a public lecture.

3HUKDSV�WKH�KLJKSRLQW�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\�

QDWLRQDOO\� ZDV� WKH� REVHUYDWLRQ� RI� WKH�

DQQXODU�VRODU�HFOLSVH�RI������$SU����$�

VSHFLDO� HGLWLRQ�RI� LWV� MRXUQDO� SXEOLVKHG�

WKH�UHVXOWV�IURP�VRPH����REVHUYLQJ�VWD-

WLRQV�DFURVV�WKH�8.�63 Grace Cook ob-

VHUYHG� WKH� HFOLSVH� IURP� 6WRZPDUNHW��

XVLQJ�KHU���LQFK�DSHUWXUH�UHÀHFWLQJ�WHOH-

scope. Her contact times were 07:36:00 

	����������� VKH�QRWHG�9HQXV�ZDV�YLV-

ible between 08:50 & 09:15.

*UDFH� &RRN� ZURWH� MXVW� RQH� DVWUR-

QRPLFDO�SDSHU�IRU�The Chaldæan�MRXU-

QDO�� 3XEOLVKHG� LQ� WKH� $XWXPQ� �����

QXPEHU��LW�ZDV�RQ�µ+DORV¶�64 Addition-

DOO\� VKH� ZURWH� DQ� RELWXDU\� IRU� D�0UV�

)OD[PDQ�RI�WKH�<R[IRUG�VXE�EUDQFK�LQ�

1923.65�:KHQ�DQ�([WUDRUGLQDU\�*HQHU-

DO�0HHWLQJ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VRFLHW\�ZDV�

held in the Royal Astronomical Society 

URRPV�RQ������0DU����WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�

FDUU\LQJ�RQ�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\¶V�ZRUN��WKH�

3UHVLGHQW� �-DPHV�+DUJUHDYHV�� SRLQWHG�

WR� WKH� VXFFHVV�RI� WKH� ,SVZLFK�%UDQFK��

7KH�XQLWLQJ�RI�RWKHUZLVH�LVRODWHG�DPD-Figure 9.�&RYHU�RI�‘The Chaldæan’ Journal.
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teur astronomers in the district was also highlighted.66

:KDWHYHU�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�WKLV�PHHWLQJ��WKH�VRFLHW\�ZDV�XOWLPDWH-

O\�XQVXFFHVVIXO��7KH�6XuRON�EUDQFKHV�FORVHG� ODWHU� WKDW�\HDU�DQG�

*UDFH�&RRN�ZDV� SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK� WKH� UHPDLQLQJ� ������� ¿QDQFLDO�

FUHGLW�EDODQFH��7KLV�ZDV�WR�EH�XVHG�WR�µIXUWKHU�DVWUR-

nomical interests in the neighbourhood’.67�:KHQ�WKH�

QDWLRQDO�VRFLHW\�VWDUWHG�WR�IDOWHU�LQ�������)RWKHULQJ-

ham wrote to the Journal�RI�WKH�%$$�WR�UHFUXLW�PRUH�

members. His appeal was supported by the Journal 

HGLWRU� $QQLH� 0DXQGHU� �����±������68 but Society 

RSHUDWLRQV�FHDVHG�DURXQG�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH������-XQ����

solar eclipse.69

(GZDUG�+RZDUG�&ROOLQVRQ� �����±¶���� DQG� -RKQ�

3KLOLS�0DQQLQJ�3UHQWLFH�ZHUH�DOVR�PHPEHUV�DQG�DW-

WHQGHG�ORFDO�PHHWLQJV��([WDQW�FRSLHV�RI�WKLV�VRFLHW\¶V�

MRXUQDO� DUH� H[WUHPHO\� UDUH��7KH�ZULWHU�RI� WKLV�SLHFH�

NQRZV� RQO\� RI� IRXU� LQFRPSOHWH� VHWV� LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG�

.LQJGRP��WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�/LEUDU\��WKH�1DWLRQDO�/LEUDU\�

RI�6FRWODQG��WKH�5R\DO�$VWURQRPLFDO�6RFLHW\�/LEUDU\�DQG�WKH�5DG-

FOLuH�6FLHQFH�/LEUDU\��2[IRUG��$�IXUWKHU�VHW�PD\�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�8QL-

YHUVLW\�RI�&KLFDJR�/LEUDU\�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD�

The Post-war period

:LWK� WKH� FHVVDWLRQ� RI� KRVWLOLWLHV�� WKH� 5HYHUHQG� 'DYLGVRQ� UH-

WXUQHG� WR� WKH�%$$�0HWHRU�6HFWLRQ�'LUHFWRUVKLS��+H�FRQWLQXHG�

XQWLO�RuHULQJ�KLV�UHVLJQDWLRQ�LQ�������ZKHQ�*UDFH�&RRN�ZDV�DS-

pointed in his place.70 

$V� 6HFWLRQ� 'LUHFWRU��

VKH�SURGXFHG� MXVW�RQH�

observing memoir 

�SXEOLVKHG�DV�3DUW���RI�

9ROXPH� ��� LQ� �������

which reviewed the 

observations made in 

the previous calendar 

\HDU��+RZHYHU��VKH�GLG�

continue the Reverend 

Davidson’s practice 

RI�SODFLQJ�µLQWHULP�UH-

ports’ in the Journal.71 

0RUH� ZDV� SXEOLVKHG��

WKHUHIRUH�� WKDQ� LV� DS-

SDUHQW�DW�¿UVW��7KH�FDO-

endar year 1921 seems 

WR�KDYH�EHHQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�SURGXFWLYH�IRU�REVHUYLQJ��*UDFH�&RRN�

QRWHG�����PHWHRUV�LQ�����KRXUV�RI�ZDWFKLQJ�DQG�-��3��0��3UHQWLFH�

noted 2079 in 349 hours watching.72

7KH�(GZDUG�&��3LFNHULQJ�)HOORZVKLS�IRU�:RPHQ was an an-

QXDO� DZDUG� RI� ����86�� H[FOXVLYHO\� WR� DVVLVW� IHPDOH� DVWURQR-

mers.73�,Q������LW�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��WR�VRPHRQH�

RXWVLGH�WKH�86$��+RZHYHU��WKH�LQWHQGHG�UHFLSLHQW��)LDPPHWWD�

:LOVRQ��GLHG�EHIRUH�VKH� UHFHLYHG� WKH�DZDUG��7KH�PRQH\�ZDV��

WKHUHIRUH��VXEVHTXHQWO\�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�*UDFH�&RRN�74 She used 

LW�WR�REWDLQ�OLIH�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH�%$$��UHIHUHQFH�ERRNV��WHOH-

scope accessories and a Corona typewriter.75

$�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHSRUW�RI������VWDWHV�*UDFH�&RRN�ZDV�DVVLVWHG�

LQ�KHU�REVHUYLQJ�E\�µD�NHHQ�VFKRRO�ER\¶�76 This is unlikely to be 

D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�-��3��0��3UHQWLFH��DV�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�QLQHWHHQ�

\HDUV�ROG��7KH�VFKRRO�ER\�LV�DOVR�QRW�OLNHO\�WR�EH�HLWKHU�RI�WKH�(O-

GULGJH�EURWKHUV�ZKR�DVVLVWHG�-��3��0��3UHQWLFH�77 since they were 

ERUQ�LQ������	�������VR�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�WRR�\RXQJ��

$QRWKHU� FRQWHPSRUDU\� UHSRUW� UHIHUV� WR� WKH� DFTXLVL-

WLRQ�RI�D�VHW�RI�QLQH�%DFNKRXVH�6WDU�0DSV�GHVLJQHG�

IRU�PHWHRULF�REVHUYDWLRQV�78 These were produced by 

7KRPDV�:LOOLDP� %DFNKRXVH� �����±������ RI� :HVW�

+HQGRQ�+RXVH�2EVHUYDWRU\��6XQGHUODQG��7KH�VHW�EH-

longing to Grace Cook were apparently seen many 

\HDUV�ODWHU�E\�5R\�3DQWKHU������±������79

The immediate post-war period was incredibly 

WRXJK�¿QDQFLDOO\��8QGHU�ZDUWLPH�FRQGLWLRQV��LQÀDWLRQ�

KDG�SHDNHG�DW�DURXQG������EXW�E\�WKH�PLG�QLQHWHHQ�

WZHQWLHV�WKLV�KDG�WXUQHG�WR�����GHÀDWLRQ��7KH�%$$�

RQO\�VXUYLYHG�E\�GRXEOLQJ�LWV�VXEVFULSWLRQ�UDWH��DW�D�

VKRUW�QRWLFH�6SHFLDO�*HQHUDO�0HHWLQJ��6*0��RQ������-XQH����80 

7KH�5$6�DOVR�RSHUDWHG�RQ�DQ�µHPHUJHQF\¶�EDVLV�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��

This delayed the society celebrating its centenary in 1920.81 Grace 

&RRN�DWWHQGHG�WKH�ZHHNHQG�FHOHEUDWLRQ�PHHWLQJ��VHH�)LJXUH������

ZKLFK�ZDV�¿QDOO\�KHOG�LQ�/RQGRQ�RQ������0D\�����LW�LV�QRW�NQRZQ�

ZKHWKHU�VKH�PDGH�D�IUHTXHQW�KDELW�RI�DWWHQGLQJ�RWKHU�5$6�PHHW-

ings).82 �����DOVR�VDZ�WKH�&RRN�IDPLO\��PRWKHU�DQG�WZR�GDXJKWHUV�

KDYLQJ�WR�GRZQVL]H��7KH\�PRYHG�DFURVV�WKH�URDG�IURP�7KH�*URYH�

WR����,SVZLFK�5RDG��)LJXUH�����83 Grace Cook’s name no longer 

DSSHDUV�LQ�OLVWV�RI�5$6�IHOORZV�DIWHU������84 it is possible that she 

FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�DuRUG�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�FRPPLWPHQW�RI�IHOORZVKLS�

7KH�FKDQJHV�XQGHUJRQH�E\�WKH�IDPLO\�FDQ�EH�LPDJLQHG�E\�FRQ-

VLGHULQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�URRPV�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKHLU�KRPHV��7KH�5RRNHU\�

KDG�WHQ��7KH�*URYH��WKLUWHHQ�DQG����,SVZLFK�5RDG��¿YH�85

,Q������WKH�0HWHRU�6HFWLRQ�'LUHFWRUVKLS�FKDQJHG�KDQGV�DJDLQ��

WKLV� WLPH� WR� -RKQ�3KLOLS�0DQQLQJ�3UHQWLFH�86� 3UHQWLFH�ZDV� IURP�

DQ�ROG��HVWDEOLVKHG�IDPLO\�WKDW�KDG�GRQH�PXFK�IRU�WKH�WRZQ��7KH\�

OHDVHG�WKH�WRZQ�JDV�ZRUNV��+HUEHUW�1DSLHU�3UHQWLFH������±������

LQWURGXFHG�HOHFWULFLW\�WR�WKH�WRZQ�LQ������87 and they managed the 

Stowmarket Gun Cotton Factory.

$SSDUHQWO\� WKH�RQO\�VRXUFH� LQ� WKH�FRXQWU\��SURGXFWLRQ�VWDUWHG�

LQ������DQG�RXWSXW�ZDV�LQ� WKH�UHJLRQ�RI��ò�WRQV�SHU�ZHHN��8Q-

IRUWXQDWHO\��RQ�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�RI������$XJ�����D�)ULGD\��WZR�H[-

SORVLRQV�SDUWLDOO\�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�IDFWRU\��7KH�FUDWHU�SURGXFHG�ZDV�

��IW���P��GHHS�DQG���IW����P��DFURVV��7KH�VRXQG�ZDV�KHDUG�XS�WR�

��PL����NP��DZD\��-��3��0��3UHQWLFH¶V�JUHDW�JUHDW�XQFOH��(GZDUG�

+HQU\�3UHQWLFH������±¶����DQG�JUHDW�XQFOH�:LOOLDP�5LGOH\�3UHQ-

tice (1848–’71) were among the 26 people killed. They went to 

KHOS�LQ�WKH�UHVFXH�HuRUW�DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�H[SORVLRQ��ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�

DW��SP��1R�WUDFH�RI�(GZDUG�ZDV�HYHU�IRXQG�H[FHSW�D�EDWWHUHG�JROG�

ZDWFK��ZKLFK�KDG�VWRSSHG�DW�¿YH�PLQXWHV�SDVW�WKUHH��WKH�WLPH�RI�

WKH�VHFRQG�H[SORVLRQ��$�WRWDO�RI����ZHUH�LQMXUHG�88

3UHQWLFH�ZDV�RQO\�WZHQW\�RQH�\HDUV�ROG�ZKHQ�KH�WRRN�RYHU�WKH�

%$$�0HWHRU�6HFWLRQ�DQG�KDG�EHHQ�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�%$$�IRU�WKUHH�

\HDUV��*UDFH�&RRN�DQG�-��3��0��3UHQWLFH�OLYHG�RQO\�D�IHZ�KXQGUHG�

\DUGV�DSDUW�� VR� LW� LV�SRVVLEOH� WKDW� VKH� UHFRPPHQGHG�KLP� IRU� WKH�

SRVLWLRQ��3UHQWLFH¶V� VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�KDG�EHHQ�DW� WKH�*UHVK-

DP¶V� 6FKRRO�� +ROW�� 1RUIRON�� 6RPH� RI� WKH� VFKRRO¶V� PDVWHUV� DQG�

ER\V�UDQ�D�1DWXUDO�+LVWRU\�6RFLHW\��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�DQ�$VWURQRPL-

cal Section.89�3UHQWLFH¶V� IHOORZ�$VWURQRPLFDO�6HFWLRQ�FROOHDJXHV�

ZHUH�0LOHV�7DOERW�%URFNPDQ������±"���5LFKDUG�$GULDQ�&URZWKHU�

�����±¶����DQG�:DOODFH�5XVVHOO�+DUSHU������±¶����90 They con-

Figure 10. RAS Centenary 
Celebration image (MNRAS 
vol. 82).

Figure 11.����,SVZLFK�5RDG��6WRZPDUNHW�
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FHQWUDWHG�RQ�VRODU�DQG�PHWHRU�REVHUYLQJ�DQG��LQ�GXH�FRXUVH��WKH\�

DOO�MRLQHG�WKH�%$$¶V�0HWHRU�6HFWLRQ��2WKHU�PHPEHUV�DURXQG�WKLV�

time were: 91

%DVLO�%URZQ�� �����±�����
:LOOLDP�%UDGVKDZ�+RXVPDQ�� �����±�����
$OSKRQVR�.LQJ�� �����±�����
6LGQH\�%DWW�0DWWH\�� �����±�����
Frank Sargent  (1872–1953)
:LOIUHG�7LGPDUVK�� �����±¶���
5D\PRQG�:KLWHKHDG�� �SRVVLEO\�����±¶���

7KH\�ZHUH�ODWHU�MRLQHG�E\� 92

*HRUJH�(ULF�'HDFRQ�$OFRFN�� �����±�����
(GZDUG�&KDUOHV�7KRPDV�$YDQQ�� �����±’93)
3KLOLS�(PHUWRQ�%URZQ�� �����±�����
+HQU\�3DWULFN�)RONDUG�� �����±�SRVV��¶���
$UWKXU�:LOOLDP�/DQH�+DOO�� �����±’93)
7KH�5HYHUHQG�-DPHV�:LOOLDP�0DYHU�� �����±�����

+HQU\�+D\GHQ�:DWHUV�� �����±�����

*UDFH�&RRN�FRQWLQXHG�PHWHRU�REVHUYLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�3UHQWLFH�'LUHF-

WRUVKLS��7KH\�ZHUH�MRLQHG�ORFDOO\�E\�DQ�,SVZLFK�VROLFLWRU��(GZDUG�

+RZDUG� &ROOLQVRQ�� 3UHQWLFH� DQG� &RRN� REVHUYHG� YLVXDOO\�� ZKLOH�

Collinson concentrated on photographic recording in cooperation 

ZLWK�:DWHUV�

,Q�WKH�HDUO\�����V��D�VHULHV�RI�0HWHRU�6HFWLRQ�FRQIHUHQFHV�ZHUH�

held.93�7KHVH�WRRN�SODFH�DW�WKH�%$$¶V�/RQGRQ�YHQXH�RI�6LRQ�&RO-

OHJH��RQ�6DWXUGD\V��,W�ZDV�DW�WKH�RQH�KHOG�RQ������-XO���WKDW�*UDFH�

&RRN�LGHQWL¿HG�$OFRFN�DV�µWDNLQJ�WKH�SODFH�RI�:��)��'HQQLQJ¶��$O-

FRFN�ZDV�HLJKWHHQ�\HDUV�ROG�DQG�RQO\�MRLQHG�WKH�%$$�IRXU�\HDUV�

ODWHU��RQ�WKH�SURSRVDO�RI�3UHQWLFH�DQG�VHFRQGHG�E\�&RRN��VHH�PHP-

bers table).94

)ROORZLQJ�KHU�PRWKHU¶V�GHDWK�LQ�������*UDFH�&RRN�PRYHG�ZLWK�

KHU�VLVWHU�WR�QHDUE\�&RPEV��7KH\�OLYHG�DW�WZR�VHTXHQWLDO�DGGUHVVHV�

RQ�3RSODU�+LOO�EHIRUH�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�6WRZPDUNHW�95�IURP������WKHLU�

¿QDO�DGGUHVV�ZDV�µ6XQOLW¶�����)LQERURXJK�5RDG�96 During the Sec-

RQG�:RUOG�:DU�±�IRU�XQNQRZQ�UHDVRQV�±�*UDFH�&RRN�PRYHG�WHP-

porarily to Oswestry in Shropshire.97�7KHUH�LV�D�GH¿QLWH�GRZQZDUG�

WUHQG�LQ�WKH�KRPHV�WKH�&RRN�IDPLO\�OLYHG�LQ�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��LW�LV�

SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�PDLQ�VRXUFH�RI�KHU�LQFRPH�ZDV�WKH�IDPLO\�EXVL-

QHVV��ZKLFK�PLJKW�KDYH�GHFOLQHG�DIWHU�KHU�IDWKHU¶V�GHDWK��%RWK�RI�

KHU�EURWKHUV�ZHUH�PDUULHG�DQG�KDG�¿QDQFLDO�FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�WKHLU�

RZQ�IDPLOLHV�WR�SULRULWLVH�

Alice Grace Cook’s writings

%HWZHHQ������DQG�LWV�GHPLVH�LQ������2FWREHU��*UDFH�&RRN�PDGH�

VRPH����FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKH�µEnglish Mechanic’.98 These were 

RQ�KHU�XVXDO�UDQJH�RI�VXEMHFWV��VXFK�DV�DWPRVSKHULF�HuHFWV�DQG�

PHWHRU�REVHUYLQJ��VKH�DOVR�UHSRUWHG�RQ�DVWURQRPLFDO�HYHQWV�RF-

FXUULQJ�LQ�6XuRON�

)URP������)HEUXDU\�WR������$SULO��D�VHULHV�RI�PRQWKO\�DVWURQR-

P\�DUWLFOHV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�,SVZLFK�SXEOLVKHG�East Anglian Daily 

Times. 7KHVH�XQDWWULEXWHG�DUWLFOHV�DSSHDUHG�XQGHU�WKH�KHDGLQJ�µ$V-

WURQRP\�±�7KH�2SHQ�'RRU¶��7KH\�ZHUH�IUHTXHQWO\�DFFRPSDQLHG�

E\�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�ZLWK�FRQVLVWHQW�KDQGZULWWHQ�FDSWLRQV��2QH�RI� WKH�

FDSWLRQV�KDV� WKH�PRQRJUDP�µ$*&¶��)XUWKHUPRUH��DQ� LOOXVWUDWLRQ�

RI� WKH� OXQDU� FUDWHU�&ODYLXV� LV� LGHQWLFDO� WR� RQH�ZKLFK� SUHYLRXVO\�

appeared in the English Mechanic� known to be by Cook (this ob-

VHUYDWLRQ�ZDV�PDGH��DSSDUHQWO\��ZLWK�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ¶V�3HQQLQJWRQ�

5HIUDFWRU���)URP�WKLV�LW�LV�DVVXPHG�WKDW�DOO�WKH�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�DQG��E\�

H[WHQVLRQ��WKH�WH[W��ZHUH�SURGXFHG�E\�*UDFH�&RRN�

$QRWKHU�� ORQJHU� VHULHV� RI� DVWURQRPLFDO�QDWXUH�WUDYHO� DUWLFOHV�

was published in the Stowmarket Recorder, and Needham Mar-

ket, Combs & Stowupland Advertiser� QHZVSDSHU�� 7KLV� VHULHV��

XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH��µ2Q�WKH�:DWFK�7RZHU¶��ZDV�ZULWWHQ�E\�D�µ0DU\�

Star’. 7KH\�DSSHDUHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�QHZVSDSHU¶V�SXEOLFDWLRQ�OLIH�

RI������-XQH�XQWLO�WKH�RXWEUHDN�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU�LQ������

6HSWHPEHU��,Q�KHU�OHWWHU�WR�)XOFKHU��*UDFH�&RRN�FUHGLWV�KHUVHOI�DV�

EHLQJ�0DU\�6WDU.99�7KH�DUWLFOHV�GHWDLO�VRPH�RI�KHU�DVWURQRPLFDO�

DFWLYLWLHV��VXFK�DV�WZLFH�YLVLWLQJ�(��+��&ROOLQVRQ¶V�REVHUYDWRU\�LQ�

)HOL[VWRZH�100�7KH�2UZHOO�3DUN�2EVHUYDWRU\�ZDV�XVHG�WR�FDUU\�

out an observation on one occasion.101 She was also visited by an 

�XQLGHQWL¿HG��DVWURQRPLFDO�IULHQG�WR�FKDW�DERXW�PHWHRU�REVHUY-

ing.102� ,W� LV� SRVVLEOH� WKDW� ERWK� WKHVH� FROXPQV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ� IRU�

SXUHO\�¿QDQFLDO�UHDVRQV�

)URP�WKH�PLG�QLQHWHHQ�WZHQWLHV�RQZDUGV��*UDFH�&RRN�FRXOG�EH�

GHVFULEHG�DV�DQ�µDUPFKDLU�DVWURQRPHU¶��6KH�WRRN�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�DV-

WURQRPLFDO�HYHQWV��HVSHFLDOO\�ORFDO�RQHV��EXW�GLG�QRW�GR�DQ\�DFWLYH�

ZRUN��:KHQ�)XOFKHU�VWDUWHG�DQ�DVWURQRPLFDO�VRFLHW\� LQ�,SVZLFK��

VKH�VXSSRUWHG�KLV�HuRUWV�E\�EHFRPLQJ�D�IRXQGHU�PHPEHU��5HJUHW-

WDEO\�WKH�,SVZLFK�DQG�'LVWULFW�$VWURQRPLFDO�6RFLHW\ RQO\�UDQ�IURP�

�����-XQH�WR������$SULO��7KLV�JURXS�KDG�WZR�SUHVLGHQWV��WKH�¿UVW�

ZDV�5��/��7��&ODUNVRQ������±������ZKR�VHUYHG�IURP�����±¶���103 

7KH�VHFRQG�ZDV�KHU�ROG�IULHQG�(��+��&ROOLQVRQ��ZKR�VHUYHG�IURP�

1955 till the group’s demise.

:KHQ�*UDFH�&RRN�HYHQWXDOO\�GLHG��RQ������0D\�����QHLWKHU�WKH�

%$$�RU�WKH�5$6�SXEOLVKHG�DQ�RELWXDU\�IRU�KHU�

Summary

*UDFH�&RRN¶V�OLIH�FDQ�EH�YLHZHG�DV�KDYLQJ�IDOOHQ�LQWR�WZR�SDUWV��

ZLWK�D�ZDWHUVKHG�LQ�������7KH�¿UVW�WKLUG�RI�KHU�OLIH�ZDV�WKDW�RI�

success built on success. The remaining two-thirds were that 

RI�GHFOLQH�

$OLFH� ZDV� ERUQ� LQWR� D� ZHDOWK\� SURYLQFLDO� 9LFWRULDQ� IDPLO\�

ZKHUH� WKH�PHQ�ZHUH� WKH�EUHDGZLQQHUV��7KH� ODGLHV�RI� WKH� IDPLO\�

ZHUH�DSSDUHQWO\� IUHH� WR�SXUVXH�ZKDWHYHU� LQWHUHVWHG� WKHP��*UDFH�

&RRN�FKRVH�D�¿HOG�ZKHUH�GHWHUPLQHG�REVHUYDWLRQDO�DQG�DQDO\WLFDO�

HuRUW�ZHUH�IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�HOHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�%$$��6KH�WKHQ�JDLQHG�WKH�

XVH�RI�D�SRZHUIXO�WHOHVFRSH�KRXVHG�LQ�D�FRQYHQLHQW�REVHUYDWRU\��

7KLV�SHULRG�ZDV�¿QDOO\�FURZQHG�ZLWK�HOHFWLRQ�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�

IHPDOH�IHOORZV�RI�WKH�5$6��$�IXUWKHU�SUL]H�ZDV�WKH�REVHUYDWLRQ��

LI�QRW�WKH�DFWXDO�GLVFRYHU\��RI�1RYD�$TXLO �������7KH�HQG�RI�WKH�

*UHDW�:DU��KRZHYHU��PDUNHG�D�KLDWXV�LQ�*UDFH�&RRN¶V�DVWURQRPL-

FDO�IRUWXQHV��7KH�¿QDQFLDO�UDPL¿FDWLRQV�RI�KHU�IDWKHU¶V�GHDWK�UH-

VXOWHG�LQ�WKH�XSKHDYDO�RI�D�KRXVH�PRYH��D�PRYH�WKDW�QHFHVVLWDWHG�

WKH� UHOLQTXLVKPHQW� RI� WKH� VXSHUE� WHOHVFRSH�� 1HYHUWKHOHVV�� �����

PDUNHG�WKH�]HQLWK�RI�*UDFH�&RRN¶V�DVWURQRPLFDO�FDUHHU��ZLWK�WKH�

East Anglian Daily Times QHZVSDSHU�FROXPQ�DQG�WKH�(��&��3LFNHU-

ing Fellowship award occurring in the same year.

8S� WR� WKLV� SRLQW�� LW� LV� SRVVLEOH� WR� LGHQWLI\� *UDFH� &RRN� DV� D�

µ*UDQG�$PDWHXU¶��7KH�\HDU�������KRZHYHU��VDZ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�

WKH�GHFOLQH��7KH�&RRNV�KDG�WR�OHDYH�µ7KH�*URYH¶��D�KRXVH�RI�VLPL-

ODU�JUDQGHXU�WR�µ7KH�5RRNHU\¶��WKHLU�QH[W�KRPH�ZDV�WKH�GLVWLQFWO\�

RUGLQDU\���� ,SVZLFK�5RDG��*UDFH�&RRN�UHVLJQHG� IURP�KHU�5$6�

)HOORZVKLS�LQ�0DUFK��7KH�%$$�0HWHRU�6HFWLRQ�'LUHFWRUVKLS�ZDV�

also resigned. Her regular monthly observing reports stopped in 
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1RYHPEHU�DQG������EURXJKW�OLWWOH�UHOLHI��ZLWK�WKH�FORVLQJ�RI�WKH�

6XuRON�EUDQFKHV�RI�WKH�&KDOG DQ�6RFLHW\.

'LG�WKH�&RRN�IDPLO\�EXVLQHVV�DOVR�IDLO�LQ�RQH�RI�WKHVH�\HDUV"�

7KDW�PLJKW�H[SODLQ�WKHVH�VHWEDFNV��0D\EH�VKH�ZDV�ZLWKGUDZLQJ�

IURP� WKH� RXWVLGH� ZRUOG� WR� FDUH� IRU� KHU� HLJKW\�\HDU�ROG� PRWKHU��

6XFK�FDUH�ZRXOG��RI�FRXUVH��KDYH�EHHQ�ZLWKRXW�WKH�PRGHUQ�KRXVH-

KROG�FRQYHQLHQFHV�ZH�DOO� WDNH� IRU�JUDQWHG��)XUWKHUPRUH��DOO� WKLV�

ZDV�SOD\HG�RXW�DJDLQVW�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ�

*UDFH�&RRN¶V�PRWKHU�$OLFH�&KDUORWWH�GLHG�RQ������-XO����VRPH�

WZR�PRQWKV�DIWHU�WKH�*HQHUDO�6WULNH��7KHUH�ZDV�WKHQ�WKH�H[SHQVH�

DQG�XSKHDYDO� RI� \HW� DQRWKHU� KRXVH�PRYH�� ,I� WKLQJV�ZHUHQ¶W� EDG�

HQRXJK��KHU�HOGHU�EURWKHU��)UDQFLV��GLHG�LQ������LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�/X-

natic Asylum.

,W�ZDV�DW�WKLV�SRLQW��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WKH�URW�VWRSSHG��7KDW�\HDU��WKH�

two Cook sisters moved back to Stowmarket. They would spend 

PRVW�RI�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKHLU�OLYHV�DW�WKLV�ORFDWLRQ��)RU�WKUHH�\HDUV�EHIRUH�

WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU�� WKHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�QHZVSDSHU�FROXPQ� WR�

ZULWH��DOWKRXJK�LW�ZDV�RQO\�IRU�WKH�ORFDO�WRZQ�SDSHU��UDWKHU�WKDQ�

WKH�FRXQW\�ZLGH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�HQMR\HG�E\� WKH�East Anglian Daily 

Times���WKLV�ZDV�WR�EH�KHU�ODVW�PDMRU�DVWURQRPLFDO�DFWLYLW\��7KH�ZDU�

EURXJKW�LWV�RZQ�GLvFXOWLHV�DQG�VDZ�&RRN�PRYH��DOEHLW�WHPSRUDU-

LO\��IURP�6XuRON�WR�6KURSVKLUH�

3HDFH� ZRXOG� KDYH� EURXJKW� OLWWOH� FRPIRUW� IRU� *UDFH� &RRN��

KRZHYHU��+HU�ODVW�OLYLQJ�VLEOLQJ�±�KHU�HOGHU�VLVWHU��6DUDK�0DEHO��

with whom she lived – died 1946 Jun 10. Grace Cook did not 

DEDQGRQ�DVWURQRP\�FRPSOHWHO\�� EXW�ZDV�RQO\� DEOH� WR�PDLQWDLQ�

D�SDVVLYH�LQWHUHVW��6KH�OLYHG�RQ�DORQH�IRU�DQRWKHU�WZHOYH�\HDUV��

EHIRUH�VKH�WRR�GLHG�

*UDFH�&RRN�GLG�QRW�PDUU\��VR�VKH�KDV�QR�GLUHFW�GHVFHQGDQWV��KHU�

VLVWHU�6DUDK�0DEHO�QHYHU�PDUULHG�HLWKHU��)UDQFLV�(GZDUG�$UWKXU¶V�

marriage produced three children that survived to adulthood. As 

IDU�DV�LV�NQRZQ��+HUEHUW�5LGHU¶V�PDUULDJH�KDG�QR�LVVXH�
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