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A seriesof Multili ngual planetarymapshasbeenpublishedby the Cosmic Materi-
alsSpaceResearb Groupof the E6tvosLorandUniversity (BudapestHungary) with
consultationdy RussiarandGermancolleaguesThe mapsarearesultof acoopera-
tion of MIIGAIK (which offeredthe basemaps),ELTE, the CopernicusObsenatory
andPlanetariunin Brno, the ZagrebAstronomicalObsenatory, the Jagellonia Uni-
versity Obsenatory, the TectonicsandGeologicalCartograpk Sectionof the Faculty
of Geologyat Warsav University and the University of Architecture Civil Engeneer
ing and Geodesyin Sofia. The serieshasbeeninitiated by the InternationalCarto-
graphicAssociation(ICA), Commissioron PlanetaryCartograph (Shincareva etal.
2006).

The now conpleteserieshasbeenpublishedfrom 2001to 2006: Mars (2001),Venus
(2003),Moon (2003),Mercury (2004)andPhobosandDeimos(2006).(Hamitai et al
2001-2006)

Thesemapsaremorethanoutreachposterdout lessthanmapsfor sdentific purposes.
Thesegive agood owerview of thetopogrgphy andgeologyof the planetsin a global
toregionalscale.

They containmultilingual informationconcerningplanetaryscienceresultsandspe-
cific characterists of the planetarybody relief, placedon the lower mamgins of the
front sidesof the mapsand the whole back side (geogapty, geology stratigraply,
history of discovery andfull index of names).

Thesetexts appeaiin Czech,Bulgarian,Hungarian, Croatian,PolishandEnglish.In
somecasest wasthefirst time thata particularterm (andits definition)wastranslated
into one of theseCentralEuropearlanguagesAfter compiling the first four mapsit
canbe concludedhatsuchwork caneffectively draw the attentionof earthscientists
to the specificfeatures andthe mereexistence- of otherplanetarybodiesby simply
discussingthe translationof their terminology Apart from circulating the mapsin
classroomsthis might bethe mostimportantscientificresultof this edition.

A new, improved edition of the VenusMap was madein Polishand Hungarianfor



usein the recentVenustransitevents.In this map,the visual appearancéasbeen
modified:the original pencildraving wasmixedwith actualradarimagepatchesand
vector symbols.The new edition usessymtwls for featureswhich would otherwise
be too small for the representatiorat the given scale.For the improvementof the
overall“3D” appearancea limb darkeningshadingmethodwasused.For theimpact
cratersradarimageswere usedinsteadof the drawing, which representsheir actual
ejectacharacteristicenorerealistically Lava channelsareshovn by yellow linesthat
follow themeanderingsf the channelsThe samemethodwasusedfor fossae. Some
lava flows that appearin the radarimagesare also shavn. The elevatedterrae got
a darker brownish hue, while lower planitiae (plains) are shovn in a light orange
resultingin a“warm/hot”appereancel helocaionsof someof the smaller,geologic
hot spots” (“ticks”, farra etc.) arealsoshavn. We have addedseveral new namesto
the nomenclatur@ppearingn the mapanduseddifferentfont facesfor the different
featurestaking terrestrialphysical geographianapsas samplesWherever possible,
thenamesappeaparallelto the latitudegrid.

The legendgot more spaceand containsnot only basic(morphologic)featuresde-
fined with Latin termsby IAU, but alsootherfeaturesor landscapetypeswhich are
only describedanddiscissedn planetarysciencepublicationsin thelegend,notonly
wofficial” IAU definitionsare included,but alsothe morphologicdescriptionandgeo-
logic interpretation.

After finishing the serieswe have startedto updatethe mapsand madea surwey
amongststudentsaboutthe usability of the maps.As a result, we found that non-
professional&xpectmapsto useEarthmapstandardsand cowentions,for example
they looked for mountainpeakheightsand familiar symbols. We have re-designed
the mapsandaddedmoredetails.We alsolook for a new color-code,sincethe natu-
ral terrestrialmap colorsschemecannot be usedhere:colorslike blue or greencan
be misinterpretedeasily The colorson a terrestrialtopographiamapusea color sys-
tem that reflectsgeneralvegetationcover (green)and the hydrologic system(blue).
Part of this color system however, canalsobe foundin nature:in yellowing leaves
(green-yellav-brown). On Marsor the Moonwe try to find a color systenthatreflect
the generalcolorsof theseplanetshut alsoallows discretionof the colorsthatreflect
heightor/andterraintype. The mapsare availablevia internetfor free pdf download
athttp://planetologia.eltbu.
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