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A seriesof Multili ngualplanetarymapshasbeenpublishedby the CosmicMateri-
alsSpaceResearch Groupof theEötvösLorándUniversity(Budapest,Hungary)with
consultationsby RussianandGermancolleagues.Themapsarea resultof acoopera-
tion of MIIGAiK (which offeredthebasemaps),ELTE, theCopernicusObservatory
andPlanetariumin Brno, theZagrebAstronomicalObservatory, theJagellonian Uni-
versityObservatory, theTectonicsandGeologicalCartography Sectionof theFaculty
of Geologyat Warsaw Universityand theUniversityof Architecture,Civil Engeneer-
ing andGeodesyin Sofia.The serieshasbeeninitiated by the InternationalCarto-
graphicAssociation(ICA), Commissionon PlanetaryCartography (Shingareva et al.
2006).

Thenow completeserieshasbeenpublishedfrom 2001to 2006: Mars(2001),Venus
(2003),Moon(2003),Mercury(2004)andPhobosandDeimos(2006).(Hargitai et al
2001-2006)

Thesemapsaremorethanoutreachpostersbut lessthanmapsfor scientific purposes.
Thesegive agood overview of thetopography andgeologyof theplanetsin a global
to regionalscale.

They containmultilingual informationconcerningplanetaryscienceresultsandspe-
cific characteristics of the planetarybody relief, placedon the lower margins of the
front sidesof the mapsand the whole backside (geography, geology, stratigraphy,
historyof discoveryandfull index of names).

Thesetexts appearin Czech,Bulgarian,Hungarian, Croatian,PolishandEnglish.In
somecasesit wasthefirst timethataparticularterm(andits definition)wastranslated
into oneof theseCentralEuropeanlanguages.After compiling thefirst four mapsit
canbeconcludedthatsuchwork caneffectively draw theattentionof earthscientists
to thespecificfeatures- andthemereexistence- of otherplanetarybodiesby simply
discussingthe translationof their terminology. Apart from circulating the mapsin
classrooms,thismightbethemostimportantscientificresultof this edition.

A new, improved edition of the VenusMap wasmadein PolishandHungarian for

1



usein the recentVenustransit events.In this map, the visual appearancehasbeen
modified:theoriginal pencildrawing wasmixedwith actualradarimagepatchesand
vectorsymbols.The new edition usessymbols for featureswhich would otherwise
be too small for the representationat the given scale.For the improvementof the
overall “3D” appearance,a limb darkeningshadingmethodwasused.For theimpact
cratersradarimageswereusedinsteadof the drawing, which representstheir actual
ejectacharacteristicsmorerealistically. Lava channelsareshown by yellow linesthat
follow themeanderingsof thechannels.Thesamemethodwasusedfor fossae. Some
lava flows that appearin the radarimagesare also shown. The elevated terrae got
a darker brownish hue,while lower planitiae (plains) are shown in a light orange
resultingin a “warm/hot”appereance.Thelocationsof someof thesmaller„geologic
hot spots”(“ticks”, farra etc.)arealsoshown. We have addedseveralnew namesto
thenomenclatureappearingon themapanduseddifferentfont facesfor thedifferent
features,taking terrestrialphysical geographicmapsassamples.Wherever possible,
thenamesappearparallelto thelatitudegrid.

The legendgot morespaceandcontainsnot only basic(morphologic)featuresde-
fined with Latin termsby IAU, but alsootherfeaturesor landscapetypeswhich are
only describedanddiscussedin planetarysciencepublications.In thelegend,notonly
„official” IAU definitionsare included,but alsothemorphologicdescriptionandgeo-
logic interpretation.

After finishing the serieswe have startedto updatethe mapsand madea survey
amongststudentsaboutthe usability of the maps.As a result,we found that non-
professionalsexpectmapsto useEarthmapstandardsand conventions,for example
they looked for mountainpeakheightsand familiar symbols.We have re-designed
themapsandaddedmoredetails.We alsolook for a new color-code,sincethenatu-
ral terrestrialmapcolorsschemecannot beusedhere:colorslike blueor greencan
bemisinterpretedeasily. The colorson a terrestrialtopographicmapusea color sys-
tem that reflectsgeneralvegetationcover (green)andthe hydrologic system(blue).
Part of this color system,however, canalsobe found in nature:in yellowing leaves
(green-yellow-brown). OnMarsor theMoonwe try to find acolor systemthatreflect
thegeneralcolorsof theseplanetsbut alsoallows discretionof the colorsthat reflect
heightor/andterraintype.Themapsareavailablevia internetfor freepdf download
athttp://planetologia.elte.hu.
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