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ASTEROID NEWS NOTES

David J. Tholen
Institute for Astronomy
University of Hawaii
Honolulu, HI 96822

Eifty New Asteroids

Through the August batch of Minor Planet Circulars, 50
asteroids were newly numbered, bringing the total to
3495. Non—main beit objects include the following:

(3347) 1956 SC Hungaria
(3451) 1984 HA1 Trojan
(3483) 1976 YP2 Hungaria

Earth-aporoaching Asteroid Update

The 1.2-m Schmidt telescope on Palomar Mountain has
been completely engaged with the Second Palomar Sky
Survey. As you might expect, those deep, wide—field
exposures are quite capable of picking up faint
fast-moving objects. Of course, those objects would go
unnoticed and become lost if nobody took the time to
examine the plates shortly after their exposure.
Fortunately, E. F. Helin is involved with the new Sky
Survey as well as with the planet-crossing asteroid
surveys that have in the past utilized both the 1.2-m and
0.46-m Schmidt telescopes at Palomar. Thanks to her
efforts, three new earth-approaching asteroids were
discovered recently, all with the 1.2-m Schmidt
telescope.

1986 LA was discovered by Helin on June 4; the object has
an Amor—type orbit. 1986 NA was found by A. Maury on a
plate taken by C. Wilson and J. Museller on July 8; this
object also has an Amor—type orbit. Lastly, 1986 PA was
discovered by Helin and Wilson on August 2, but this time
the asteroid turned out to have an Apollo-type orbit. All
three of the new discoveries are rather faint.

In addition to the three objects discovered during the last
quarter, the Amor asteroid 1983 RD was recovered by T.
Gehrels and J. Scotti using the Spacewatch Camera on Kitt
Peak. 1983 RD is making a very favorable apparition in
1986, reaching its greatest brightness in early October at
around V = 14.2. Northern hemisphere observers will be
hampered by the object's declination of about -30
degrees, however; because the object is heading south,
northern hemisphere observers should try their luck
tracking down the object before greatest brightness. An
ephemeris is provided below.
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New Asteroid Names

The June batch of MPCs contained 35 new names for
numbered asteroids. The one that MPB readers should
instantly recognize is (3123) Dunham, named in honor of
David Dunham, who has been actively leading the effort to
predict and observe occultations of stars by asteroids.
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[This News Note contributed by the editor.]

In April 1971 Dr. Jay U. Gunter, a hospital pathologist,
began a project which would soon become the publication,
Tonight's Asteroids. Gunter constructed finding charts
for bright asteroids and distributed this publication
bt-monthly to over 700 subscribers free for a
self-addressed stamped envelope. After 15 years, 100
issues, and 1006 finding charts, Jay has chosen retire
from what he modestly describes as a ‘Project in Amateur
Astronomy.” His efforts have been recognized by the
Astronomical Society of the Pacific which bestowed upon
him the 1983 Amateur Achievement Award. Gunter's work
is also recognized by minor planet 2136 JUGTA (Jay U.
Gunter's Tonight's Asteroids). Fortunately, 7Tonight's
Asteroids will continue under the hand of Joseph F.
Flowers, Jr., Route 4 Box 446, Wilson, NC 27893.

Undoubtedly, many /P8 readers (including the editor)
were first introduced to observing minor planets by
Tonight's Asteroids and have benefited greatly from Jay’'s
personal communications. The ALPO Minor Planets
Section offers its thanks to Jay Gunter for his
considerable efforts in promoting interest in this field.
We also offer our best wishes for the years ahead.
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Articles for submission to the /P8 should be sent to the
editor who also serves as the Photoelectric Photometry
Coordinator. Authors with access to an Apple Macintosh
computer are stropgly encouraged to submit their
manuscripts on diskette. All authors should follow the
guidelines given in “Instructions for Authors® in /PB
13-3. Visual photometry observations, positional
observations, any type of observation not covered above,
and general information requests should be sent to the
Recorder. ‘

The deadline for the next issue (14-1) is November 1,
1986. The deadline for issue 14-2 is February 1, 1987.
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