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| difficulty in keeping hold of it.

A NEW ASTEROILD, ]
To TaE Ep11ors oF e Bogtos DATLY ADVERTISER: |
It will be remembered that in April last an aste- |
reid (to which the name of Maia was given by Homs |
Josinh Quiney) was discovered at this observatory |
by Mr. H. P. Tattle. It was at the time observed |
here both by Prof. Bond and mysell; the only other
observations made were by a very diligent and care-
ful observer, Dr. C. i F. Peters, Diyectorpof Ham-
*iton College Observatory, Clinton, N. Y. Both
there and here cloudy weather and moonlight inter-
fered with the obaervations, so that there was much
|

i |
I fonnd when revising zome of my owa obscrvi-

| tiong, that Dr. Peters and myself had been (at the |

| last) observing different bodies, under the impres- |

sion that each of them was Maia. Caleulation at |
once showed that the Dr. had found & hew one, not |
knowing it; and the elements which were derived
from his observations showed with much probabil- |
ity that this new asteroid was quitea remarkable
one, being in fact nearer the earth than any other
yet known. This conclusion may be modified when |
more details of the observations are published. It
seems that the original Maia must have besome too
faint for the Hamillon College telescope (which is

| somewhat smaller than the Cambridge) and that |

the stranger was picked up as being near the same !
place. This ig the fourth or fifth instance in which

| small planets have been discoverad by accident, and

the second in which the diseovery has heen shown
only by ealenlation. The known asteroids are now
seventy-two in number., |
Trvuax HEXRY SaFromD.
Uhsermtor},’ of Harvard College, Jan, 20th, 1862,

W W s - =
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h EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
;[) HPosTon SOCIETY OF NATURAL Hisvony, FaB.
“TWg 1862, [Reported for the Transcript by Dr.S:
cneeland, Jr., Recording Secretary.] At the rog- A
ar meeting of the Council of the Boston Saciety
Netaral History, Feb. 5, 1862, Prof. Jeffries
ryman in the chair, Charles W. Tuttle, & mem- |
‘Qm present, at the request of Dr. Jackson, m?d-:
me statements concerning the great refracting / .
;"'{P]w)pa recently constructed by Mr. Alvan |F#Zgdir
= Jark at Cambridge.
Mr. Tuttle said that it might seem a little out
of place, in & society where s branch of science
) 5o little kindred with sstronomy was almostex-
clnsively cultivated, to indulge in any remarks on |

astronomical subjects; bat as he had beon re- |
| quested by the Vice President to make known to l“"f 7 L[ 5

ihe members present the resuls of an hour's in-

{ spection of an instrument in which all intalligant !
?: persons now felt a common interest, and toward |
! which public attention henceforward would ba | %

| directed, he would briefly relate what B3 iad soon }‘ 5 : -~ o
with others, Having been invitad, some weeks
7/ sioce. by Mr. Clark, to witness the performance
| of his recently constructed great telescope, he
, | bad availed himselt of this evening, and tho
company of several members of this society, 23
well 8 other distinguished gentlemen, to vi
.| Mr. Clark’s residence, st Cambridge, where he
/| had bad the pleasure of viewing a few colestis]
| ohjeets through the largest refracting telescopa in
1he world, g0 far as he knew, certainly the largest
in this country. The evening was one of unusual
serenity. The sky was everywhera free from g £
n.md.‘,yml the atmosphers 8o tranquil s to al. == 7 v Ay b ac]
é low the images of stars to remain nearly steady

and unruffied. Nothing but the bright radiance
of the moon, now in the first quarter, prevented
sthe night from being a rare one for agtronomical
observation.

The giant telescope, twenty-three feet focal
Sehglh, Wil ah ojict 2las of sighicen s8da e Bdbet «
balf inches in diameter, was placed ina tempo-

! rary tube, and by means of ropes and pulleys at-
tached to thesummit of the Observatory tower, |

| was hoisted into mid air, where a limited range A

| of ihie starry heavens was had. Thig view embra- —;w.«w’;
ced the glorious constellations of Orion and Canis

Major. Mr. Clark at once adjusted the telascops

om the celebrated nebula In the aword handle of
| Orion. With & far less powerful telescope than
this, this most wonderful of all nebulous objects
presents a spectacle surpassing all description; bub
the view which this telescope revealed was gor-
geous and striking far beyond any view evor b
fore obtained of it. Stars of every conceivable
telescopic magnitude wers scattered over the bril
liant mottled nebulous mass, and blazed mpon the
eycs with great distinctness and splendor. The
remarkable sextuple star, Theta 1 Orionjs, dis.
closed 16 view its two minutest members, which
stood ont clear and prominent. Herschel ragards
ihe perception of both of these faint stars as the
geverest test which can be applied to & teleseo)
How many of the innumerable stars in the field
had been before noted by astronomers, it was im-
possible to tell from so general an observation,

Tho grand nebula was most admirably defined,
and the luminous ridges of its granular structure
seemed almost ready to bloom into s warms of in-
dividual minute stars, snd especially so in that
part where its form assumes a kind of rude re.
semblance to the bead and yawai jaws of a
monster. Time did not admit of any inspection
of the wonderful outlines of ‘this great nebuls,
which are known to exie over a considerable
space,

The telescope was then directed to the bright
star Sirius, the most brilliant star in the whole
heayens. A.leyes now eagerly sought for the mi-
nute companion star which Mr, Clark had discoy-
ered on the previous Friday evening, on the occa
sion of his fi1st directing the telescope to thatstar,
It yequired but little time for those accustomed to
look at minute telescopic objects to disc
litie stranger hovering close within the rays of
the brilliant Sirius. Its minute twinkling lizht,
when once canght by the eye, was easily kept in
view, and as the star ascended in altitude hecame
still easier seen. In pointof brilliancy it does not
differ greatly from the well known “‘sixth star in
the hipezium” of ©rion.

This discovery must be regarded as one of the
very highest interest in siderial sstronomy at this
time. But whether this newly discovered minate
star is physically connected with Sirius or whether
its proximity to that star results solely from the
small apgle under which it appears, and the
smaller star is far more remote or even gtill much
nearer us than Sirius, remains to be determined.
In case it is physically connected with Sirias, it is
of tbe highest astronomical interest to know
whetker it is the non-luminous body about which
Sirius has been supposed to revolve. That the
deviations in the proper motion of Sirius indicate
its connection with some body hitherto undiscov-
ered, is clear from the independent deductions of
Bessel, Peters, and more recontly those of Mr,
Safford of the Cambridge Observatory, The two
latter astronomers have concurred in assigning a
eriod of fifty years to Sirius. Farther ohserva-
ion and calculation will be nacessary to make out
the full character of this little star.

From so slight an examination of this great
elescope it would be impossible to declare i
highest capacity, or the limit beyond which it
becomes powerless. Ifs career has gloriously be-
gun, Beforeits vast eye has fairly risen half
way up the celestial valt, in very narrow aai-
mutual limits, and before it has been placed in &
final tube having sidereal motion given it, and
jany provision for convenient observing, it has
opened to the view of astronomers at least a de-
cidedly important and interesting object. The
spherical and chromatic abreration appears to
phave been skilfully drawn, and the images of the
stars are round uniform dises, without any wings
or wisps of light distorting their aspect, Whes
the appointments of the instrument shall have
become complete, and it is directed to some of
the most delicate and refined objects in astron-
lomy, it will undoubtedly accomplish wonders.

Mr. Tuttle closed his remarks, in saying that

was & matter of just national and individual pride
that our countryman, struggling under adverse
ircumstances, at length rivalled the best
cians abroad, and had succeeded in building
instrument.
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1, tor Visiting the Observatory.—Hon, Wm. |
Mitchell, A. M., Hon. Josiah Quincy, LL.D., Hon.
Edward Everett, LL.D., Hon. Jared Sparks, LL.D.,
Robert Treat Paing; esq., Hon. Robert C. Winthrop,
LL D., J. Ingersoll Bowditch, esq., Henry C. Par-
li:;ri}s, M.D., David Sears, jr, esq., Bev, Baron Stow,

Y12 For Fisitihg the Divinily School.—Rev.

Also a vote appointing Truman Henry Safford
| assistant observer at the observatory, to hold office
! fn? three years unless otherwise ordered, and to re-
ceive a salary of §1000 to be taken from the Phillips
Fund. Confirmed under a suspension of the rules. | §)
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