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[For the Boston Daily Advertiser.]

The Path of the Mceteor,
he path of the meteor of the 20th inst., which
ill best reconcile the accounts received from vari-
ous parts of the country, is nearly ag follows:i—

1t first appeared far to the west of Buffalo, having
crossed the southern part of Lake Huron, following
a course E. 8. K. over Canada West, Southwestern
New York, the northeas

rn corner of Pennsylvania
and near the boundary line between New Jersey and
New York. Tt erossed the Hudson twenty-five or
thirty miles north of the city of New York, and

| reached the Sound in the vicinity of Norwalk, at the

southwest corner of Connecticut, pursuing its path
to an unknown distance over the ocean, far to the
southeast of Nantucket. According to the latest
accounts it must have been, when last seen, three
or four hundred miles to the eastward of New York.

The distance, as above deseribed, is not much
short of one thousand miles, which it seems to have
ageomplished in less than a minute, or with a veloe-
ity of about twenty miles & second. The estimates
of the time of flight are, however, not much to be
relied npon.

When erossing the Hudson it was thirty-five miles |

vertically above the river, and forty or fifty miles in
an air line from New York.

’
The mass of sparks and burning fragments sur-
rounding the probably solid nuclens, may have had

a diameter of one-fourth of aguile at right angles to
the direction of its muti:u

[For the Boston Daily Advertiger,]
The Meteor.

Mg. Eprror :—The evidence collected from . larger
number of observations does not materially change
the path of the great meteor, as communicated by
me to the Advertiser of the 26th. It indicates, how-

ever, that instead of falling upon our globe, or be- .

ing consumed, like most bodies of its clags, before
reaching it, it may have passed beyond the limity of
the atmosphere, and resumed its original character
88 & wanderer in the planetary spaces. The accounts
from the sea-board agree tolerably well in deserib-
ing its disappearance s a gradual fading away, at
& considerable altitude above the horizon, sufficient
to carry its path, when prolonged, quite clear of

contact with the earth. If the velocity, relative to |

the earth’s surface, of 20 milesa second be admitted,
it follows that the greater part of the apparent mo-
tion of the meteor was due to our motion in the so-
lar system, and that the major axis of the orbit of
this little asteroid, and the period of descri bing ity
complete circuit about the sun, must have been less
than those of the earth.

A telescopic view of the meteor was enjoyed by

| Mr. C. A. Damon of Boston, who had the singular
good fortune to cateh sight of it in full course, with

a telescope of 3 inches aperture.

8. P. Boxb,
Observatory of Harvard College,
July 28, 1860,
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