Dr Harold Whichello: medicine and

astronomy in Cheshire

Jeremy Shears & Theresa Hull

Dr Harold Whichello (1870—1945) was a Cheshire general practitioner and an enthusi-
astic amateur astronomer. He joined the BAA in 1898 and undertook observations for
its Lunar; Solar and Variable Star Sections using a 6-inch Wray refractor. He also contrib-
uted lunar occultation predictions and comet ephemerides to the Computing Section.

search, supplemented in some cases wit
few historical notes.
In 1907 Paul Henri Stroobant (186936) of the Royal Observa- ~ As one might expect, the list was grace
tory of Belgium (ROB) published what was effectively the first by the names of world famous research i
global astronomical directory.&és Observatoires Astronomiques stitutions like the Royal Observatories 3
et les Astronom&&(Figure 1a). This listed some 260 astronomicalGreenwich and Edinburgh, the Meudon Ok
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observatories, institutes and societies from argbadvorld, to-
gether with the names of about 1,500 astronomédrs.nBmes
were gleaned by ROB staff members from astronorjuoahals as
well as publications of observatories and societiean attempt
to identify the most active amateur observers,db@ot and his
colleagues also contacted officers of astrononsoaleties, in-
cluding the Liverpool and Manchester Astronomiaatisties, as

servatory in France and the US observat|
ries at Harvard, Lick and Yerkes. Anumber @
private individuals were also listed, includ
ing Camille Flammarion (1842925) of Juvisy
in France, W. F. Denning (1848931) of Bris-
tol and Isaac Roberts (1829904) of
Crowborough, Sussex, amongst othersigure 2. Dr Harold Which-

stronomical Socie)y

well as BAA Section DirectorsFor each observatory, the place However, alongside these famous name?IO (1876-1945). (Liverpool

name and principal observers or researchers wegesngalong
with a description of the instruments used andfcnieas of re-

OBSERVATOIRE ROYAL DE BELGIQUE
SERVICE ASTRONOMIQUE

.

OBSERVATOIRES ASTRONOMIQUES

ASTRONOMES

PAR

P. STROOBANT
ASTRONONL
4. DELVOSAL et H. PHILIPPOT
ASTROKOMES ADMDINTS
E. DELPORTE et E. MERLIN
ASSISTANTS
du Scrvice astrosamique de [bservatsire reyal ¢ Belgiqus.

mentar (AngieteTeel
o, 8. W, Rasiemert.
ptmbenses.
o cottes et de oY )
WP:“W“ nwn“"""'“‘“
Whicheto, B, B, The Wosots i

wm.w-

+ Lame. yerure.
,M,um»ﬁ\uwm

BRUXELLES
HATEZ, INPHIMEUR DE L'OBSERVATOIRE ROYAL DE BELGIOUE
Rus de Louvain, 112

1907

Figure 1. ‘Les observatoires astronomiques et les astronon{ap'title
page;(b) entry for Chester (note thdattenhallis misspelt).
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there appears the following entry (Figure 1b

ChesterAngleterrg
Whichello, H., Dr. The Mount, Tatterhall, Chester
Lune.

Réfracteur de 152 millimétres d’ouverture

Tattenhall (misspelt in the book as ‘Tatterha#i’aivillage in the
county of Cheshire, some 14 km south-east of Cheste is home
to one of the present authors (TH) and a shorawiést from the
other (JS). We were naturally intrigued by the rizemof a local
amateur astronomer who, for the period, possestsdyalarge
telescope. So who was Dr Whichello (Figure 2), wyes his con-
tribution to astronomy and what did he observe Wwith6-inch
refractor? This paper explores these questions iat@mpt to
shed some light on a little known amateur astromome

Early life and education

Harold Whichello was born on 1870 March 31 at Ladlsl, Buck-
inghamshire, which is now in the county of Bedfdids. His fa-
ther, Henry Whichello (1829.908), was a timber merchant. His
mother, Amy E. Whichello (1843915), was originally from
Wollaston in NorthamptonshireHarold’s brother, Norman, was
two years his junior.

Harold was educated at Bedford Modern School (Eiglibe-
tween 1882 and 18860n leaving school, and wishing to improve
his language skills, he travelled first to the Wmaity of Gottingen
in Germany where he undertook a course in astronantythen
to the University of Geneva. His grasp of Germashfarench was
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Figure 3. Bedford Modern School early in the 20th century.

of great benefit in later life when he read widalpoth languages.
On returning to England he studied medicine at®iias’s Hos-
pital in London, becoming LRCP and MRCS.

A Cheshire GP

Having qualified as a doctor in 1894 Whichello Byiserved as
a ship’s surgeon with the Shaw, Savill & Albion Queny’'sSS
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the road with the bench seat of the cart stilllacp under them.
Whichello was summoned from the village arrivingatil5 min-

utes later, but after an unsuccessful attemptsais@tation by
artificial respiration, he pronounced them dead.

On further inspection he observed that: ‘There masark at
all upon the elder brother, and it is thought tB&orge [the
younger brother], who was driving, was struck by lightning,
and that probably the fatal current passed thrdugbody into
his brother. George’s face and breast were seveiefjed, the
lightning having burned holes in his waistcoatrtslaind singlet,
and his collar stud was driven into his netk’.

It must have been a harrowing sight. Moreover asciiétio
remarked ‘[a]n odour of burnt flesh pervaded thelhwidth of
the road> The horse ran home to Tattenhall Hall, where thag
men’s father who, ‘uneasy at the strange retuth@horse and
cart, had walked down the village to inquire itite iatter, and the
sad news was broken to him as gently as possible’.

An inquest was held at the Bear Hotel in Tattenhatl the
brothers were subsequently buried in the churchyg®iAlban’s
Church. The High Street was lined with mournerstii@rocca-
sion as the whole village turned out to expresis toadolences.

An equally tragic medical event recorded by Dr Wieito
involved one of his friends in Geneva who he regarivas
slowly drugged to death by a chemist's assistaittinmuten

Coptic a steamer which was permanently engaged in the Netimes as much arsenic into a tonic as the presanbended’16

Zealand service via Australia. Evidently the loray&ges pro-
vided ample opportunity to conduct some basic nedésearch,
for Whichello later wrote a letter to thencet describing the
case of a female passenger who presented with symspof
diabetes. The standard Fehling’s test for sugdueinirine yielded
a positive result, which would have been indicatiVeiabetes.

However, realising that the lady was also receivimg medi-
cines in connection with tuberculosis, namely saiyi and creo-
soted he wondered whether these might be interfering e
Fehling’s test. Sure enough, withdrawing both saf@i and
creosote resulted in a negative Fehling’s teshtR&lucing each
separately elicited a positive reaction with ontgothe sedative
sulphonal. Considering that sulphonal was widebduis medi-
cine at the time, Whichello naturally wanted toret#her doc-
tors to his findings.

Upon returning to England, Whichello set up in GahBrac-
tice in the village of Tattenhall where he resié¢dhe Mount,
an imposing property on the High Street (Figuré ) 1902 he
married Blanche Mary Read (1871934), daughter of Colonel
Alfred Read, a wealthy ship-owner from Chesfaand the cou-
ple had two daughters: Marie Blanéh@and Eva Florenc&
Harold Whichello’s parents also moved to Tattentmlbe near
their sont3

In his early medical career, the young doctor,yedt30 him-
self, was involved in one of the most tragic eveavsr to have
happened in Tattenhall. In the late afternoon ohifay 1899
May 15 two brothers from the village, Thomas andi@e Cooke,
aged 28 and 22 respectively, were returning threligiCheshire
lanes from the agricultural market at Beeston @asthn open
horse and trap, a journey of approximately 9 krst duer half-
way home, the heavens opened and they encounté&exdfic
thunderstorm, accompanied by vivid flashes of lghg and a
downfall of phenomenally large hailstones’. Thethess were
struck by lightning and fell simultaneously outloé back of the
cart. Ashort time later they were found by a |deamer lying in
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The explanation was that ‘though the assistantagasstomed
to the metric system from boyhood, he made thelsimistake
of displacing the decimal point one place’.

Whichello was clearly not at all enamoured with thetric
system. He believed that it was far too ‘easy tetakie 0.002g for
0.02g, especially with the calligraphy chemistsaliyuhave to
contend with’. Moreover he maintained that it wasder for
medics to remember decimal doses when prescribirgsd'vul-
gar fractions present a definite picture to [théhan but not so
decimals’. Thus a decimal dose such as ‘0.015g@6is as
difficult to call to mind as an address in New York

Although the Whichello family appear to have beenywell
integrated into Tattenhall village life, taking par a variety of
social events and clubs, in 1914 they moved to bichello’s
new practice at Heswall on the Wikgand in 1923 they moved
again, to Lache Lane in Chester.

S

Figure 4. ‘The Mount’, Whichello’s residence in Tattenh@lleremy Shears)

337



Shears & Hull: Dr Harold Whichello; medicine and astronomy in Cheshire
Observational astronomy

Of critical importance in the life of the young tet Whichello
was his reading of Agnes Clerke’s (184207)A Popular History
of Astronomy during the Nineteenth Centt#¥hus captivated,
he later pursued a course in astronomy at Gottitdreversity
before proceeding to medical school in London gHoeriod there-
after his hobby appears to have taken a back skive to his
medical studies and early career progression.98,18&wever, he
was elected a member of the BRAeing proposed by another
amateur astronomer from Cheshire, F. W. Longboti@&50-1933).
Longbottom was an original member of the BAA and well-
known for his infectious enthusiasm for astronéftyie operated
several telescopes from his garden in Chester aschlgo listed

in Stroobant’s Les Observatoires Astronomiques et lesmoung” and a cylindrical slide
Astronome’s Longbottom’s name immediately preceding therule. He also personally donatec

Whichello entry (Figure 1b). Longbottom was a kasmonomical
photographer and went on to serve as DirectoreoB#A Photo-

graphic Section 1966.926. The two became firm friends and keptequipped himself with a 9-inch

in contact for many years. Whichello’s secondehisrBAA ap-
plication form was the Association’s SecretaryMfih Schooling
(1860-1936)21

Whichello’s first intervention in BAA affairs was latter he
submitted to thdournal within just a few months of joining on
‘An Instrument Loan Func?2 During the early years of the Asso-
ciation’s existence there was a keen desire tblesttaan observa-
tory in Regent’s Park in London for the benefitredmbers, and an
Observatory Fund had been set up to provide apipteginance
for it.28 However, by 1898 the fund had not even reachechatfe
of its target and there were suggestions thatdba should be
dropped. Whichello was of the opinion that if asetver was to
be involved in a sustained programme of work, thisinstrument
really should be located at his home for easeads: In that way
even brief spells of good weather could be fullijagd.

Many members objected to the inconvenience of dmeral
London location of the proposed observatory. WHiolead simi-
lar concerns: ‘The proposed observatory in Reg®ar& may be
of use to a few men living close to it, but to @ pent of the 1,100
members the place will be almost useless. The po@rsociety’s
observatory is very little used, though it contearfrst-
class 5-in. Cooke refractor. Moreover, it is in teatre of
a much less smoky city than London, and most of t
members are within a tram rick’.

Whichello’s suggestion, therefore, was to estaldish
Loan Fund, with loans being secured from the Assoc
tion’s wealthier members, to enable the purchaseof
ond hand instruments such as 4- to 6-inch (10 ton}5
refractors. The borrower would pay a deposit of thriel
to one-half of the value of the loaned instrumert pay
5% per year of the remaining value in interest. &ikilo
considered that the imposition of such an annuaifas
‘essential to the financial success of the schamaywould
prevent instruments beik@pt when not in useHe also
envisaged instruments being donated or bequeathet
the Association for loan. The proposal was repdrtéide
‘Scientific News’ section ofEnglish Mechanicwhich
noted that it ‘deserved consideratiéh’. .

This was followed by some lively correspondence fgf

[l

.. . . N a partial ‘ghost ring’ which Whichello
future editions in support of the idea, albeit ti@ASSO- suspected was a flooded crater in Kere

this respect one disgruntled member alleged ‘bitla fan behalf
of the Association, claiming that ‘the subject catrive discussed
at the meetings of the Association’, for when soneetsied to
raise the topic at the 1898 November BAA meetihg President
declined to allow it altogethe?®

However, no official response to the suggestionfadkcom-
ing and it would take several
years before a BAA instrument
loan collection was established
Subsequently Whichello himself
was to be both a beneficiary ol
and a donor to the collection, for
in the late 1930s and early 1940:
he borrowed an equatorial

a chronometer to the collectié#.
Meanwhile, Whichello

(23cm) Newtonian reflector
which he then replaced in 1900

Fia. 3.—Posidonius,

with a 6-inch (15cm) refractor by Figure 5. The lunar crater Posidonius,

; .7 drawn by Whichello in 19089
Wray on a driven equatorial o > "

mount. He built an observatory for the Wray inthésk garden at
Tattenhalk®taking great care in aligning the mount. He latete
up his alignment method in the BA%ournal30 Although the
rural setting of his observatory was obviously agide to as-
tronomy, there was one drawback: ‘In the countspeeially if
remote from the ralil, itis always difficult to @irthe right time. In this
village the church clock is always wrong. Havingramsit instru-
ment, | have often thought of setting up a sunbjalvhich to
correct my clocks once or twice a we@kThus he set about con-
structing a sundial which could be read to onetguaf a minute;
details and drawings were publishedeimglish Mechanig!

He clearly had a practical inclination as he aksighed a modi-
fication to his weight-driven equatorial drive tontrol the drive
rate. This ‘air clock’ involved resting the fallimgeight on an in-
flated football bladder and controlling its ratefalf by adjusting
the release of air from the bladder with a needlea?2 However,

in spite of much experimentation it
was never completely satisfactory,

@’ and was later abandoned. Another
4 project surfaced in 1913 when he
= @ was investigating the installation of

acetylene lighting at The Moupit.
After joining the BAA Whichello
also began submitting drawings to
its Lunar Section; his first observa-
tion reported in thdournalwas of
the total lunar eclipse of 1898 Dec-
ember4 Subsequent drawings ap-
peared in thdournal BAA Mem-
oirs and English Mechanic Evi-
dently the Lunar Section Director,
Walter Goodacre (1858.938), was
delighted with his work noting that

Figure 6. The ‘Straight Wall'. The dotted ‘Dr Whichello has been very active
cle at the end of the ‘stag’s horn’ featur

fn making sketches of different for-
mations, of which about thirty have

ciation seemingly refused to discuss the mattenlgpln  Nubium 1900 April 27, 6-inch refract®  been sent in. These illustrate, among
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s party and following discussions with the villagdnsol teacher,

Group XVIL 1

e {  they selected the local school premises.

‘ | | Memories of the clouded-out BAA expedition to Noywia
¢ \ ‘ ‘ 1896 were uppermost in the minds of most, but fately the
Algerian eclipse passed off under almost perfeciddmns.

\ Whichello was able to sketch the solar coronangoitis exten-

| sion in the direction of Mercury, some 7.3 lunadirérom the
fret | wwmozo.  zpems | dmrayarx s | serens Topeln moon’s centre, which took the form of an ‘angel®mgV. This

,
i

ol
e

feature was recorded by several other observelsidimg those

at other locations, and can be seen in Krauss Nisketch in

Figure 9. By all accounts the experience of totatiade a great
impression on Whichello, and he often referred ¢ath enthusi-

asm in later year¥.

Typella | Maxch.20. Typela | Moxch.2L Typelva

Computational astronomy

In the early 1920s, Whichello began contributingularly to the
BAA Computing Sectioft and from the mid-1930s, as develop-
ing health problems interfered with night-time alvgeg, he fo-
Tnowe. | Macenaa, oo cused further on computational work. Much of hiskvwwas in

”Flgure 7. Evolution of & sunspot group during 1899 Maééh““ - the prediction and analysis of lunar occultatiomkjch were
published in the BAAJournalandHandbookand in theNauti-
other objects, rilles and ridges near Cauchy, tlestWiall of — cal Almanacin 1940, with many members away on active serv-
Hipparchus, Posidonius [Figure 5] and several &fsAtHis line  ice, DrJ. G. Porter (196981), Director of the Computing Sec-
drawing of the Straight Wall is shown in Figure 6. tion, noted that ‘The computing is principally lrethands of K.
Whichello remarked: ‘On Jan. 9, 1900, | was obsegrtfie ‘Straight ~ Pollock and H. Whichello, all the work being in diepte’.42
Wall’. At the S. extremity is the forked end, whistoften compared ~ Whichello also supported the Comet Section in datg
to a stag’s horn handle of a stick. This seemetkteeally to be part  €phemerides, usually in association with W. P. téesoh. Par-
of aring crater, the rest of which is ruined. fllight [1900 April 27]  ticularly noteworthy was their work on Comet 31/€h@ass-
| have not had a chance to see this again. Biglet @clock this mann-Wachmann 2. This comet was discovered by A. Schwass
evening the ruined ring was easily visibie’. mann & A. A. Wachmann at the Hamburg Observatorgé-
From as early as 1899, Whichello also submittedieegunspot many on 1929 January 17 and a period of 6.43 yeasscalcu-
drawings to the BAA Solar Section which he contihteedo until  lated#3 At its first predicted return in 1935 it was unéavably
almost the end of his life. His work featured reglylin Solar Section  placed, and although it was eventually recoveredsbyan
contributions to the BAAViemoirs Drawings of large sunspot Biesbroeck, few observations were made during ppaation.
groups made in 1899, 1903 and 1907 are shownimdsg and 8. Thus the next perihelion passage, in 1942, waslyayeaited.
Thus for several years Whichello was most intetesieob- Whichello & Henderson’s ephemeris, based on albtralable
serving the Moon and Sun. However, a new astrorariniterest ~ astrometry from the previous two apparitions, waislished in
caught his imagination in 1915 when he began temiesvariable  the BAA Handbookfor 1941#4 Guided by their ephemeris, Dr
stars with his 6-inch Wray, continuing at a stepage for the next H. M. Jeffers of the Lick Observatory in Caliform&covered the
twenty years. The BAA Variable Star Section’s dat&bcontains cometon 1941 Sep 20 at almost the exact spotgpeeldiy Which-
over two-thousand of his estimates, the first baihthe long-  €llo & Henderson. Speaking shortly after this the/&Dr M.
period variable T UMa on 1915 Jan 4 and the lagi93% Aug .

436 His most frequently observed star was X Cam, amott
long-period variable. -
In 1900 Whichello joined other BAA members on apesk-

tion to Algiers to observe the total solar eclipgeMay 28. The
original plan was for the BAA to charter a ship,ahlike it had
done previously for the Norwegian eclipse of 1886 the idea
was abandoned with the onset of the Boer War irtrS&fuica
which resulted in few ships being available forrtstic char-
ters37 Several BAA members elected to go to Algiers an tl
Orient Steamship Company’s steam ya&hgonaut3® and
Whichello, Longbottom and another Cheshire amatsinono-
mer, Harry Krauss NieléR decided to join them. The party, com|
prising some 40 people, disembarked at Cape Maritifthe
Bay of Algiers. The first requirement was to findwatable ob- vt i
serving location. Whichello and Krauss Nield, b&#tench Figure 8. Sunspots drawn using the 6-inch Wray refracteft: 1903 Oct 170
speakers, were despatched to identify a suitalefep the Right: 1907 Aug 3
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Davidson, Director of the Comet Section, told BAA
members at the 1941 October meeting that ‘this i
fine triumph for the computers and reflects gre
credit on the Computing Section, composed of al
teurs, which is capable of such accurate work, a
| would congratulate the Section and its wofk'.

Whichello & Henderson also produced ephe
erides for the 1942 perihelion passage of 14P/¥¥olf
although their prediction for perihelion was out b
16 days as they did not allow for perturbations k
Jupiter and Saturf?. Their ephemeris for 33P/Dan
iel's 1943 passag@was more accurate and enarigure 9. The eclipse of 1900 May 28 drawn by H. Krauss NigldAlgiers, showing the distinctive
bled BAA member G. F. Kellaway (1982962) to ‘angel's wing’ form of the corona projecting toward/ercury. This is a combined sketch made fro
recover the comet visually with a 12-inch (3ocmc)ketches contributed by several observers at thee Gantifou site3”

reflector at West Coker in Somerset about %2° awan fthe
predicted positior?

Local astronomical societies

In addition to being a member of the BAA and a é&wlbf the
RAS 50 Whichello also maintained links with overseasasimi-
cal societies and in 1923 the Societé Astronondguerance elected
him a life member.

F. W. Longbottom had been the driving force in ¢kstablish-
ment of an astronomical society in Chester in 18%%er the aus-
pices of the Chester Society for Natural Scienderature and
Art. Whichello joined the Society’s Astronomicalcsien and it
was there that he met Longbottom and their frieipdsagan to
flourish. Whichello’s first of many talks to the @®n was in 1899
December when he spoke on ‘The Spangled Hea%ehs1927
he was presented with the Society’s top awardKihgsley Me-
morial Medal32for his work on variable stars.

Whichello was also active in the Liverpool Astrorioat Soci-
ety for many years. He served as Honorary Secréteiyeen
1914 and 1922, going on to be President betweed 49@ 1925
and then again between 1931 and 1935. He alsodservéhe
committee of Manchester Astronomical Society arakepnany
times at meetings of both societiés.

Later years

Around the time of his move from Heswall to Che$te1923,
Whichello took early retirement from medicine agsault of a
hearing impedimerf His wife died in 1934 and in his later
years he lived with his younger daughter, by théowed, on
Liverpool Road near the centre of Chester. Findidgficult to
use his telescope, due to his increasing physio#Htions, he
put the 6-inch Wray up for sale in 1938thus marking the end
of his night-time observations. As we have seesmfthen on
he concentrated on the computational side of astnyn al-
though he did later obtain a 3-inch (7.5cm) refoasgthich he
used for solar work.

During World War I, Whichello prepared summaridsga-
pers from overseas astronomical journals, sudhogsllar As-

the Atlantic from the USA. Moreover, with many mesnbaway
on active service, the submission of other matésitieJournal
was significantly reduce®.

On 1945 May 16, only eight days after the VE celébns,
Whichello passed away at his home, aged 75. Hisr&linook
place at Chester Cathedral two days later. Obé&sasiere pub-
lished in the BAAJournal40 theChester Couraftf and theChes-
ter Observeps

The BAA obituary was written by longstanding BAA mker
Dr R. W. Eldridge, who as a schoolboy in 1917 hadtacted
Whichello in his capacity as Secretary of the Lpoed Astro-

nomical Society? Always keen to encourage others, Whichello

invited Eldridge to his home at Heswall and allowed to use his
telescope on many occasions. Eldridge noted thatddhis most
delightful characteristics [was] his desire to faa flame of any
youthful love of science which he came to hear gband to
stimulate this interest in every possible way. iriga from stran-
gers were nearly always followed by practical hatpinvitation to
his home, an evening with his telescope, an astnarad discus-
sion and an introduction to his scientific friené®’

Other obituaries commented on Whichello’s engagigrgon-
ality, adding that ‘Dr Whichello was a charming nzand a fluent

conversationalist” and ‘he was noted for his charm, his courtesy,

his innumerable anecdotes and his generosity. Bor@s more
modest about his learning.It was also mentioned that he was
fond of sketching and that he was a fresh air amehsing enthu-
siast, even to the extent of swimming regularthmRiver Dee at
Chester during the winter months.

Reflections

The success and international reputation of the B&ér its 124
year existence can largely be attributed to thizgamontributions
of its members to its observing Sections. Whilgt ttames of
many pioneering members are still cherished, otieve slipped
from memory. Dr Harold Whichello is one such naiiifee Asso-
ciation attracted individuals from all socio-econotrackgrounds,
irrespective of gender, but its membership in twdyeyears was
particularly well represented by clergymen, miltafficers and
medical practitioners, such as Whichello. His psefenal activi-
ties provided the financial security which enalfied to purchase

tronomy(US) andProceedings of the National Academy of Sci-a relatively large telescope as well as assuringshifficient lei-

ences which were published in the BAZournal These were sure time to pursue a hobby which, for him, becantiéelong

greatly appreciated by members as such publicati@me not interest, and during which he made important cbations to the
widely available in Britain due to difficulty of seing them across work of the Association.
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nals of Wollastonpubl. Albert W. Green, Wollaston, 1930.

5 Norman Whichello later studied electrical engiriegr In the 1891
Census both Harold and Norman were recorded asgliat 3 Hill View,
Croydon.

6 Bedford Modern School archives. Whichello was amer of Langley
House, a boarding house. His brother Norman alsmdéd the school
between 1882 and 1888. Norman was apparently vieagethe more
academic of the two, and went on to achieve a Firshe City & Guilds
of London Institute (Engineering Dept) in 1890.

7 Whichello H.,The Lancet 1894 July 28 p.224

8 Creosote, more commonly used in recent timesdat twood, but now
outlawed in many countries due to its toxicity, wagpopular treatment
for TB at the time. Whichello noted that the creleswas administered
‘per rectum’, which could not have been a pleagperience either for
the patient or the person administering it.

9 ‘The Mount’ was built in 1842.
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10 The Read family lived at ‘Kenwyn’, Dee Banks, &llto-do part of
Chester, and the wedding took place in St Paulsr€@h) Great Boughton,
Chester. Blanche Mary Read was born at Fairfielsedpool.

11 Aged 7 years in the 1911 Census. She married HrepgGaskell in 1930
and lived in Chester.

12 Aged 5 years in the 1911 Census. She marriedanilBlake-Dyke in
1927 and lived in Chester. In later years, after tleath of his wife,
Whichello lived with Eva Florence.

13 Whichello’s parents lived at ‘Sunnyside’, jusbrad the High Street from
‘The Mount’, on the opposite side of the road. Ttepent the rest of
their lives in Tattenhall and were buried in theucthyard of St Alban’s
Church. Upon their father’s death in 1908, each rsmeived a legacy of
£1000.

14 Chester Observerl899 May 20

15 Whichello wrote a summary of the incident fidnie Lancetwhich con-
tains a more detailed medical analysis. He notatl @eorge’s watch was
still working. Whichello H.,The Lancet 1899 June 3, p.1490.

16 Whichello’s description of the case and his ofipes to the use of the
metric system in prescribing medicines are desdrilpe Whichello H.,
British Medical Journal 1904 April 9, p.366.

17 He named his house on Thurstaston Road, HesWwalklade' after his
birthplace. A house of that name no longer exibtsswall was in the
County of Cheshire until the infamous 1974 boundzrginges. It is now
in Merseyside.

18 The first edition was published in 1885.

19 Whichello was elected at the BAA meeting of 18@®uary 26 J. Brit.
Astron. Assoc.8, 199 (1898)). His candidature was announced. iBrit.
Astron. Assoc.8, 141 (1898).

20 A biography of Longbottom appears in Shears).JBrit. Astron. Assoc.,
123(6), 327 (2013).

21 Schooling was BAA Secretary from 1892 to 1893 agdin from 1896
to 1900.

22 Whichello H.,J. Brit. Astron. Assoc9, 76-77 (1898)

23 The proposed BAA observatory and the origins e Association’s
instrument collection are described in Marriott &R, J. Brit. Astron.
Assoc.,117, 309 (2007).

24 Whichello H.,English Mechanic1764, 517 (1899)

25English Mechanic1762, 467 (1898)

26 This statement was made in an anonymous lett&nglish Mechanic
by ‘A Member of the B.A.A.”;English Mechanic1765, 540 (1899)
27 BAA Instrument no. 38: ‘Brass equatorial headtahle for 4-inch re-
fractor’. Loaned to Whichello in 1938).(Brit. Astron. Assoc48, 400

(1938)).

<28 BAA Instrument no. 70: 8-day chronometer by JamHaston of Lon-

don. Presented to the Association in 1938 Krit. Astron. Assoc48,
299 (1938)). The instrument was promptly loanedBtoM. Peek J.
Brit. Astron. Assoc.48, 400 (1938)). Bob Marriott, Director of the
BAA Instruments & Imaging Section, notes that betle chronometer
and the equatorial mount were sold by the BAA bytian at Sotheby’s
in 1987.

29 Apparently the 9-inch reflector was only used éoshort time at Tat-
tenhall. When Whichello later moved to Heswall héltba new 12-ft
dome. In a 1917 letter (Whichello HEnglish Mechanic 2713, 168
(1917)) he mentioned that he had been using the dmme for 3 years,
i.e. since 1914.

30 Whichello H.,J. Brit. Astron. Assoc28, 133 (1913). An updated ver-
sion of the paper was also read for him by W. lagenson at the BAA
meeting of 1933 November 29. (Brit. Astron. Assoc44, 45-51 (1933)).

31 Whichello H.,English Mechanic2063, 210 (1904). Other readers sought
further detailed advice in subsequent editions iarappears that several
constructed their own sundials according to hisgtes

32 Whichello H.,ibid., 1726, 221 (1898). Whichello pointed out that he
based the design for the ‘air clock’ on a similgstem used by Walter
Goodacre. Whichello also experimented with watbedi football blad-
ders. As was often the case with questions posdehglish Mechanic
there were several responses from readers who steghenodifications
to the ‘air clock’ or other driving mechanisms.

33.Whichello H.,ibid., 2499, 72 (1913); although Whichello sought advice
from readers, it is not known whether he actuafigtalled acetylene
lighting. He moved to Heswall the following year.

34 Goodacre W.J). Brit. Astron. Assoc9, 148-156 (1899)

35 Whichello H.,English Mechanic1885, 271 (1900)

36 http://britastro.org/~vssdb/. Whichello’s VSS Observer Code was WO.
Numbers of observations in the database may berastimates since
not all available data have yet been entered.

37 Maunder E. W.The Total Solar Eclipse 1900. Report of the exjmmust
organised by the British Astronomical Associatienobserve the total
solar eclipse of 1900 May 28AA, 1901

38 Argonautwas formerly theNorse King which had taken the BAA ob-
servers to the Norway eclipse.

341



Shears & Hull: Dr Harold Whichello; medicine and astronomy in Cheshire

39 Harry Krauss Nield lived in Sale, Cheshire. Heamee FRAS in 1902. In
later years he stood as a Parliamentary candiaatéhé Liberal Party,
first at St Albans, Herts., then at MacclesfielcheGhire. He died at
Barnet, Herts., on 1926 October 26. His obituarpesss inMNRAS
87, 259 (1927).

40 ‘Obituary: Harold Whichello’. Eldridge R. WJ, Brit. Astron. Assoch5,
163 (1945)

41 In 1922 the retiring Director of the Computingc8en, L. J. Comrie,
recorded his thanks to Whichello and several oBextion members for
their contributions to the Section. Comrie L. J.,Brit. Astron. Assoc.,
32, 133 (1922).

42 Porter J. G.bid., 50, 378-380 (1940)
43.Kronk G.W., Cometography Online
cometography.com/pcomets/031p.html
44 Henderson W. P. & Whichello H., BAMandbook1941, p. 20 (1940)
45 ‘Report of the BAA meeting of 1941 Oct 29, Brit. Astron. Assoc52,

23 (1941)
46 Henderson W. P. & Whichello H., BANandbook1942, p. 20 (1941)

version at: http://

47 Kronk G. W.,CometographyVol. 4, Cambridge University Press, 2009,

p.172
48 Henderson W. P. & Whichello H., BAMandbook1943, p. 29 (1942)

lineation of celestial objects: drawing vs photqgrg (1902 March),
‘Astronomical Literature’ (1904 January). Whichéflovife was also a
member of the Chester Society for Natural Scienderature & Art,

which had sections covering a range of differepias. In 1905 Febru-
ary she spoke on ‘A study of ‘In Memoriam’ (Lord rireyson)’.

52 The Society was formed in 1871 by Charles Kingg£819-1875),
Canon of Chester Cathedral (181@73) and author ofhe Water Ba-
bies and Westward Ho!

53 There is no record that he spoke at a BAA meetAsy mentioned
elsewhere, W. H. Steavenson read one of Whichepalpers on his
behalf at the 1933 November meeting.

54 He is listed as having a medical practice at kachne, Chester, in the
1923 telephone book. However, on his 1923 Noveni&§ applica-
tion form he describes himself as a retired genprattitioner.

55 For Sale advertisement in the 1936 Octobeurnal. J. Brit. Astron.
Assoc.,46 (1936). ‘6-INCH EQUATORIAL REFRACTOR, Wray O.G.,
graduated circles, massive iron pillar, 2 diagonalsmerous eyepieces,
amateur driving clock and micrometer, £40 or offeR. WHICHELLO,
Chester’. The present whereabouts of the instrurieenbt known and
any information would be gratefully received.

56 J. Brit. Astron. Assoc51, 348 (1941)

49 Kronk G. W.,op.cit.,, p. 199. D. Y. Marynov (Engelhardt Observatory, 57 ‘Death of Dr H. Whichello’,Chester Courant1945 May 23
Russia) had recovered the comet 10 days beforewayl, but news had 58 ‘Death of Dr Whichello’,Chester Observerl945 May 19

not reached England due to war restrictions. Theovery of 33/P
Daniel by Kellaway, and Whichello & Henderson’s epteris, are also
described ind. Brit. Astron. Assoc54, 68 (1944).

50 Whichello was proposed for RAS Fellowship on 19&8/ember 9 and
elected on 1924 January 11. His proposer, fromopeisknowledge, was

W. E. Plummer (18491928), Director of the Bidston Observatory near

Liverpool. The other signatories on the form werev® A. L. Cortie
(1859-1925), Director of the Stonyhurst College Obsematnd a pre-
vious Director of the BAA Solar Section, and RevdEL R. Phillips
(1868-1942). Whichello resigned from the RAS in 1930 Deber.

51 Other topics included ‘Sun & Planets’ (1900 JamyaThe Moon- her
history and scenery’ (1900 March, repeated in 18kch), ‘The de-
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59 Eldridge became a member of the Liverpool Astroical Society. Later
he joined the BAA and Whichello was his Proposerhis membership
application form. Upon Whichello’s death, the equil mount which
Whichello had borrowed from the BAA instrument eaition for sev-
eral years was loaned to Eldridge. As mentionedvdiere, the Associa-
tion sold the mount in 1987.

60 Whichello H.,English Mechanic2015, 284-285 (1903)

61 Levander F. W.Mem. Brit. Astron. Assocll (1903): Ninth report of
the Solar Section, by Revd A. L. Cortie, Director.

62 Whichello H.,English Mechanic2215, 109 (1907)
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