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There is no doubt that these contacts will contribute to further development

of amateur astronomy both in our country and in other countries of the
world.

OBITUARY

MARK BERNARD BREWER HEATH

The death after a long illness of M. B. B. Heath on 1963 November 21 came
as a very sad blow to his many friends and correspondents, to the British
Astronomical Association, and particularly to its Saturn Section of which he
was Director for 124 years from 1951 to the end of his life. He had all the
qualities of an outstanding Director: thorough knowledge of the planet, skill
and persistence as an observer, organising ability, critical judgment, prompti-
tude as a correspondent, facility in writing interesting and complete but
concise reports of the observations, and the energy to produce the reports as
soon as he could collect enough data from the observers. Through the close
touch he maintained with observers in Australia, South Africa and elsewhere
in the Southern Hemisphere, he succeeded in doing what no previous director
had achieved—the production of good reports on a whole series of oppositions
for those years (1956—62) when Saturn was barely observable in northern
stations. He rightly took especial pride in his Section reports (or miniature
memoirs) on eleven successive oppositions of Saturn. As they form the finest
memorial to his work for astronomy, the Journal reference to each is given in
the following list: 1951-52, 63, 34; 1952—53, 64, 23; 1953-54, 65, 156;
1955, 66, 312; 1956, 67, 239; 1957, 68, 57; 1958, 70, 29; 1959, 71, 105; 1960,
7%, 375; 1961, 73, 62; 1962, 73, 334-

Among his other valuable papers in the Journal were: ‘Latitude of the
S.E.B. of Saturn 1946—47" (62, 202); ‘Drawing the planet Saturn’ (63, 342);
on the oppositions of planets 19562000 (66, 166); ‘Visibility and brightness
of Mercury’ (61, 43). Though he did not write a book he made to several
books very useful contributions, including a clear and ingenious demonstra-
tion by diagrams of the phenomena of the Earth’s passages through Saturn’s
ring-plane.

M. B. B. Heath was a Devon man with great pride in his county, born at
Totnes on 1889 October 9, and educated at King Edward’s Grammar School
there, qualifying high in the order of candidates from all over England for a
scholarship to Oxford. Unfortunately prevented from taking up the scholar-
ship, he then passed the qualifying examinations for his father’s profession of
Inspector of Weights and Measures. In 19gog-10 he spent a few months in
Australia, making astronomical observations there and on the voyages, and
visiting Adelaide and Perth Observatories. Self-reliant and enterprising, he
did various kinds of work, even including gold prospecting in the outback.
After his return to England he was for a time works inspector in an engineer-
ing firm at Birmingham, and afterwards experimental investigator at ascientific
instrument and optical works in London. Astronomy had been his hobby
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from the age of 17 and his practical experience enabled him to design his
own observatory and build or improve telescopes, including 8%-inch and
9}-inch reflectors. His observatory was in his garden at Kingsteignton,
only a few miles from his birthplace, since from 1925 until his retirement in
1954 he was a Local Government Officer—Inspector of Weights and Measures
for S.W. Devon.

Heath was elected a member of the B.A.A. in 1926, a Fellow of the R.A.S.
in 1937, and a member of the I.A.U. and of its Commission for the physical
observation of planets, in 1952. He took part in the joint B.A.A.-R.A.S.
expedition to Sweden in 1954 and saw the total eclipse of the Sun at Strémstad.
In 1955 he attended the I.A.U. Dublin Congress and was appointed to the
Sub-Commission to simplify the nomenclature of Mars.

With a good knowledge of languages, especially Spanish, Latin and
German, he was equipped to study ancient and mediaeval astronomy in
which he took great interest. He reviewed German astronomy books for the
Journal. But the foreign country and language he was fondest of were Spain
and Spanish. He went there several times, making the first brief visit when
en route to Australia, had leading Spanish astronomers among his friends,
and made observations from their observatories. His knowledge of the
Spanish language was remarkable: he often quoted Spanish proverbs in his
clear, well-written letters, and he even wrote papers on astronomical subjects
in Spanish for the journal ‘Urania’.

Though not interested in mathematics when at school, Heath later studied
mathematical astronomy intensively and came to love it; solving mathematical
problems became an engrossing pastime. He liked to devise his own shortened
but always quite rigorous methods of solution, and detested inaccurate and
over-hasty work of any sort.

Some years ago he gave some very successful popular courses of adult
education lectures in astronomical subjects.

Probably his greatest delight was in observing planets, Mercury and Venus
especially, and also Saturn, Mars and Uranus. He was proud of the fact that
his observatory had such a good horizon that from Kingsteignton he could
detect stars as far south as Gamma Gruis (Decl. about — 38°). He was one of
those sturdy astronomers who de-ice the dome to get an early morning view
of Venus. He even attempted this at least once during his last years but his
physical condition forced him to give up, and this enforced abandonment of
observing during his last years must have been a real deprivation. He had
made observations constantly 19o5-15 and 1920-59, the last being of the
occultation of Regulus by Venus in 1959.

He had long been threatened with heart trouble and in about 1957 first
became seriously ill. For the last six years of his life, under constant medical
treatment, he struggled bravely against an illness that gradually grew worse.
During each interval of weeks or months of partial recovery before the next
attack he determinedly resumed his work on reports, reviews and corres-
pondence, but realizing that each time recovery was slower and more limited.
At last in 1963 October he had to be admitted to hospital and though during
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the following month he appeared to be progressing well, a fatal coronary
thrombosis brought the end on November 21.

In 1915 he had married Miss Annie Harrington. Mrs. Heath died in 1947,
and since then their daughter, Mrs. Byron, has managed the home, caring
for him during his years of illness.

Mark Heath was a very loyal and helpful friend. He was tenacious in stand-
ing up for what he considered right. He practised and admired industry and
honest hard work and had no use for ‘layabouts’. Jovial and kindly by nature,
he delighted in conversation and correspondence, and had a keen sense of
humour.

AF.O’D.A.

EXHIBITION MEETING, WEDNESDAY 1964 MAY 27

TRAFéLg;ﬁ sQ.
U.G. STN. STRAND U.G. STN.
0 [

STRAND

CHARING CROSS
SOUTHERN REGION
TERMINUS

(3%}
2 W
—_E u
> =
< "
Royal % b
Commo?wealth < Hall wi
Society = Entrance |3
é (Craven Street)| >

=)

s

-

[+ 4

o]

CHARING CROSS
|

/ U.G. STN.
EMBANKMENT i

—_——

——— THAMES

N

The Exhibition Meeting will be held this year on Wednesday, May 27, and will again be at
The Royal Commonwealth Society, Northumberland Avenue, L.ondon WC 2. As the
Exhibition and Meeting are both to be held in the Assembly Hall, members are particularly
requested to use the entrance in Craven Street—see map. It is proposed to open the meeting
at 4 p.m. and to follow it by an Ordinary General Meeting at 6 p.m. Tea will be served at
4.15 and the Exhibition will remain open until 7.30. It is hoped to show a film, or films
before the 6 p.m. meeting.

Members are requested to forward details of their proposed exhibits to the Secretary,
H. C. King. Postal matter for the Exhibition should be marked ‘Exhibit’ and sent to The
Secretary, British Astronomical Association, c/o Royal Commonwealth Society, North-
umberland Avenue, London WC 2.

Instruments and apparatus should be taken to the Assembly Hall, Craven Street, as early
as possible on May 27 and it will be helpful if Members will kindly remove their own exhibits,
if possible, after the close of the Meeting.
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The British Astronomical Association
SEVENTY-FOURTH SESSION 1963/64

OFFICERS AND COUNCIL
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Treasurer: A. W, VINCE, F.R.A.S., ‘Wyeross’, 17 Stanley Hill Avenue, Amersham, Bucks.
Tel. Amersham 2019

Secretaries: H. C. KiNg, M.Sc., Ph.D., F.B.O.A., F.R.A.S., Arnon, Devonshire Ave.,
. * Amersham-on-the-Hill, Bucks.

N. J. Goopman, F.R.A.S., 12 Westminster Court, St. Stephens Hill, St. Albans, Herts.

Librarian: J.'L. WHITE, F.R.A.S., 37 Beaufort Way, Ewell, Surrey. Tel. Ewell 5006
Curator of Instruments: H. Wildey, F.R.A.S., 14 Savernake Road, Hampstead, London,
N.W.3. Tel. Gulliver 3721

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Other Members of the Council: MRrs S. A. Bourter, B.Sc., F.R.A.S.; H. E. DaLL,
K. H. FEa, B.Sc., F.R.A.S.; M. Guest, F.R.A.S.; M. J. Henprig, F.R.A.S.; C. R. MUNFORD,
F.R.AS.; T. G.Scort, M.B., B.S., LLM.M.S.S.A,, F.R.A.S., M=s. G. E. Stong, F.R.A.S.;

G. E. TavLor, F.R.A.S. ‘

DIRECTORS OF SECTIONS

Members of the Council ex officio

Sun .e .. F. Appey, B.Sc., M.LE.E., The Beeches, Middle Winterslow, Salisbury, Wilt-
shire. Tel.: Winterslow 284

Moon .. .. B. WarnER, B.Sc.,, F.R.A.S., University of London Observatory, Mill Hill
Park, London NW 7. Tel.: Mill Hill 1618 ‘

Mercury and Venus F.L.]JacksoN, M.B,, B.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Dip. Bact. 10 Gloucester Gate,

. London N.W.1. Tel.: Hunter 2087 '

Mars - .. E. H. CorLmvsoN, F.R.A.S., Culpho End, Culpho, Ipswich, Suffolk., Tel.
Witnesham 347 ’

Jupiter .. .. W. E. Fox, F.R.A.S., 40 Windsor Road, Newark, Nottinghamshire. Tel.

Newark 4932

. B. B. Heatn, F.R.A.S., Urania, Firleigh Road, Kingsteignton, Newton

‘ Abbot, Devonshire

Comet .. e M1 P.ICANDY, F.R.A.S., 97 Hawkswood Drive, Hailsham, Sussex. Tel.: Hel-
ingly 409

Meteor .. .. H. B, RibLey, F.R.A.S,, Star Cottage, School Lane, Rogate, Nr. Petersfield,
Hampshire. Tel.: Rogate 7047 -

Aurora .. .. J. PatoN, M.A., B.Sc., F.R.S.E., Mornington House, Abernethy, Perthshire.
Tel.: Abernethy 238 .

Variable Star .. R. G. Anprews, F.R.A.S., The Old Brick House, Town Littleworth, Cooks-
bridge, Lewes, Sussex. Tel.: Barcombe 249

Instruments and G. A. Horg, F.R.A.8., 44 Sanyhils Avenue, Ladies Mile, Patcham, Brighton,

Observing Methods Sussex

Computing «. The Rev CameroN DiNwoobIe, Ph.D., F.R.A.S., Erskine Manse, Langholm,

Dumfriesshire, Scotland. Tel.: Langholm 252

Saturn

 Historical .. C. A. Ronan, M.Sc., F.R.A.S., 27 Jeffrey’s Street, London N.W.x.

Tel.: Gulliver go1o

Radio and J. Heywoop, F.R.A.S., 27 Whyteleafe Road, Caterham, Surrey.

Electronics . :

Artificial Satellites H. G. MiLes, B.Sc., F.R.A.S., Dept. of Mathematics, Lanchester College of

Technology, Coventry.
OTHER OFFICERS

Editor: .. F.W.Hvpg,F.R.A.S,,F.R.S.A.,F.S.E,, 27 Carlton Road, Clacton on Sea, -
Essex. Tel. Clacton 594 (9 a.m. to 6 p.m.); Clacton 871 (after 6 p.m.)

Circulars .. M. P, Canpy, F.R.A.S., 97 Hawkswood Drive, Hailsham, Sussex. :

Tel.: Hellingly 409

Lantern Slides .. F.W. Cousins, AM.LE.E,, A.C.I.LP.A., F.R.A.S., British Astronomical Associa-
tion, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W 1

Photographs Mrs S. A. BOULTER, B.Sc., F.R.A.S., 66 Westwood Road, Bemerton Heath,

Film Strips, etc. Salisbury, Wiltshire. Tel.: Salisbury 3852 .

Assistant Librarian Miss DoroTHY M. HEeATH, British Astronomical Association, Burlington House,
Piccadilly, London W 1

Assistant Secretary Miss Lypia A. BRowN, F.R.A.S., 303 Bath Road, Hounslow West, Middlesex.
Tel.: Hounslow 3620 (Registered Office of the Association).
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‘The British Astronomical Association

The British Astronomical Association was originally formed in 1890 and now
numbers over 2500 members. Its leading features are as follows:

MemBersHIP—Open to all persons interested in astronomy. Nomination Forms
may be had on application to the Assistant Secretary, and must be signed by
one member from personal knowledge, or by two resident householders
(giving addresses) from personal knowledge.

OsjecTs—(1) The association of observers, especially the possessors of minor
instruments, for mutual help, and their organization in the work of astronomical
observation.

(2) The circulation of current astronomical information.
"(3) The encouragement of a popular interest in astronomy.

- MetHODS—(1) The arrangement of members, for the work of observation, in
Sections or departments of observation, under experienced Directors.

(2) The publication, at short and regular intervals, of a Journal containing
Reports of the Association’s Meetings, and of its Observing Sections, papers
by Members, and notes on current astronomy.

(3) The formation of Branches of the Association in the provinces and in
the Commonwealth.

(4) The holding of Meetings in London, and at the seats of the Branches.

(5) The formation of a library and of collections of astronomical instruments
and lantern slides, for loan to the memibers of the Association.

“(6) The affiliation of schools and societies at a minimum annual subscription

of forty-five shillings. .
EnTRANCE FEE—Five shillings.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION (due on August 1 each year)—TForty-five shillings. For
a member 25 years of age or less on his last birthday preceding August 1 the sub-
scription is thirty shillings. The Circulars, giving early news of discoveries, etc.,
are a separate publication—annual subscription 7s. 6d. ($1), includes special
arrangements for airmailing to groups overseas.

All Cheques and Postal or Money Orders are to be made payable to The British
Astronomical Association, crossed ‘‘National Provincial Bank”, and sent to the
Assistant Secretary at the Registered Office of the Association: 303 Bath Road,
Hounslow West, Middlesex.

MEETINGS

The meetings of the Association are held on the last Wednesday in each month
(unless the Council shall decide otherwise), from October to June inclusive, at
17 hours at the apartments of the Royal Astronomical Society, Burlington House,
Piccadilly, London, W.1—on the north side of Piccadilly, within three minutes of
the Underground Station. : .

Papers offered for reading at the meetings of the Association should be addressed
to the Secretary, H. C. KinGg, M.Sc., Ph.D., F.B.O.A., F.R.A.S., Arnon, Devon-
shire Ave., Amersham-on-the-Hill, Bucks. :

© British Astronomical Association * Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System

-

-


http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/1964JBAA...74..122.

