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Obituary.

Herbert Hall Turner.

By the death of Professor Turner British astronomy loses
one. of its outstanding figures, and our Association an original
member and a valued friend.
~ Herbert Hall Turner was born at Leeds in 1861. He received
his early education at Leeds Modern School. Hence he passed
to Clifton College, where he was a contemporary of the late
Earl Haig. Entering Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1879, he
graduated as Second Wrangler in 1882, and was elected Smith’s
prizeman in 1883. In the same year he was also elected a
Fellow of Trinity, but left Cambridge in 1884 to become chief
assistant at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich. Here he
remained until 1893, when he was appointed to succeed the Rev.
Charles Pritchard as Savilian Professor of Astronomy and
Director of the University Observatory, Oxford. He sub-
sequently served as Secretary, and later as President of the
Royal Astronemical Society, of which he was Foreign Secretary
from 1919. He died at Stockholm on 1930 August 20.

With the manifold achievements of Turner’s busy life it is
impossible to deal adequately in this brief notice. It must suffice
to recall those activities with which it seems probable that his
name will be permanently associated. Foremost among these
was the part which he took in helping forward the work of the
International Astrographic Chart and Catalogue. His own
observatory at Oxford was, with one exception, the first to com-
. plete its share of the undertaking; but it might almost be said
that-this scarcely marked more than the beginning of his active
interest in the scheme, for he immediately threw himself into
the task of helping some of those observatories which had not
been able to make such rapid progress with the work. More-
over, in a series of statistical papers communicated to the Royal
Astronomical Society over a considerable period of years, he
demonstrated some of the uses to which the material already
accumulated could be put. Most important of all, it was he who
originated the system of measurement and reduction of the
plates which has been adopted by all the participating observa-
tories. At the time of his death he had for many years been
chairman of the Astrographic Committee of the International
Astronomical Union. It may also be recalled that in his little
book, “ The Great Star Map,’’ we have the best popular descrip-
tion of the whole scheme that has yet been published.

Probably it is in connection with this phase of his activities
that Turner’s name will more especially be remembered among
astronomers in the years to come. But he was very far from
being simply a specialist; and some idea of the catholicity of his
astronomical interests may be obtained by a glance through the
list of his many contributions to the pubhcatlons of the Royal
Astronomical Society. These include papers on such diverse
subjects as the R-D discordance, the Zodiacal Light, Lunar
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Nomenclature, Stationary Meteor Radiants, and the Sun’s Axis
of Rotation. -

Variable stars, and the problems connected therewith, were
always a source of the greatest interest to Turner’s versatile
mind He edited many hitherto unpublished observations of
variables, including those of Baxendell, Knott, and Grover, and
made many attempts, by means of harmonic analysis, to supply
some physical interpretation of the. light-curves thus made)
available. It was naturally in connection with this subject of
variable stars that our activities as an Association made a special
appeal to him. That his interest took a practical form may be
seen from the Introductions to our last two Variable Star
Memoirs, written by him; and those who were present at the
Association’s Annual General Meeting in 1916 will remember
the delight with which he hailed the discovery, by Mr. Phillips,
of the two groups into which the long-period variables may be
divided, according to the shapes of their light-curves.

Turner took part in several eclipse expeditions, and it was
chiefly due to his advocacy that the coelostat came to be
generally adopted for use on such occasions.

As a popular exponent of astronomy Turner was in a class by
himself. He wrote some very readable books, and those who
were privileged to hear him lecture will always remember the
lucidity of his style, and the striking originality of the illus-
trations, pictorial and otherwise, with which he enlivened even
the most formal of his discourses.

During the last twenty years of his life a great proportion
of his time and thoughts was given to the subject of seismology,
and it has been truly said of him that, by his personal efforts
and interest, he made Oxford the seismological centre of the
entire world. He was chairman of the Seismological Section of
the International Geophysical Union, and it was while he was
presiding at one of the Section’s meetings, on August 16 last,
that he was seized with an attack of cerebral hemorrhage. He
died four days later, without regaining consciousness.

Apart altogether from his scientific attainments, Turner was
possessed of a most charming personality, and it is chiefly on
this account that he will be remembered and regretted by his
many friends. For a man of such marked ability and profes-
sional distinction he had a singularly unaffected and simple
manner. Nothing seemed too trivial to arouse his interest, and
he would often seize upon some apparently small point in a
speech or paper, and proceed to endow it with a new significance
by means of some apt and often humorous remark. Indeed, his
keen appreciation of the humours of life was one of his most
marked characteristics, and this is nowhere better shown than
in those delightful pages ‘“ From an Oxford Note-book,”’ which
he contributed for nearly forty years to the Observatory maga-
zine. In his speech and actions he was simple and direct, and
was wont to be influenced by common sense rather than con-
vention. While others were pretending to understand some
abstruse paper, Turner would rise to ask what it all meant,
simply because he wanted to know. While others sweltered
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in the heat of a summer’s day, Turner would take off his coat,
simply because it made him more comfortable to do so.

Above all, his nature was one of great kindliness. Quietly
and unobtrusively he seemed to be always doing somebody a
good turn. In his judgment of the work of others he was
generous to a fault, especially where the younger and less
experienced workers were concerned; and those who knew him
often felt that he would sacrifice much of his better judgment
rather than run the risk of discouraging a new recruit to the
ranks of Science. He had a particularly warm place in his
heart for the amateur astronomer, and more than one member
of this Association will remember him with gratitude for the
help he was always so ready to give.

He died, as he would have wished to die, in harness; and
how glad we all are that he was spared the trial of a long ill-
ness. He went from amongst us, vigorous, jovial, rejoicing
in his work—and so we shall always remember him.

The Rev. John Turnbull Bird, C.M.G., M.A, F.R.A.S.

A well-known member was lost to the West of Scotland
Branch in the death on 1930 July 21 of the Rev. John Turnbull
Bird, C.M.G., M.A., F.R.A.S. Mr. Bird was born at Fishwick,
Berwickshire, in 1862. He was educated at the University of
Edinburgh, where he gained the degree of M.A. at the early
age of eighteen. He then attended the theological course and,
being licensed in 1884 by the Presbytery of Edinburgh, took up
the charge of a mission station at Aberfeldy, Perthshire. Two
years later he became assistant to the famous Rev. Dr. Nofman
Macleod, in St. Stephen’s Church, Edinburgh. In 1891 he was
gazetted a chaplain in the regular army. He served in both the
South African and the Great War, and for two periods was
senior chaplain to Scottish troops at Aldershot. In 1917 he
obtained the high distinction of being created a Commander of
the Order of St. Michael and St. George. He was awarded
numerous medals, clasps, and other honours for his military
services, and was twice mentioned in despatches.

Throughout his life Mr. Bird maintained a keen interest in
astronomy. In 1898 November he became a member of the
British Astronomical Association. In 1912 June he was elected
a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, and in October of
the same year, being at that time attached as chaplain to troops
stationed at Glasgow, he joined the West of Scotland Branch of
the British Astronomical Association. He took an active interest
in the proceedings of the Branch, and served as a member of its
Council, and later as a Vice-President. He contributed several
papers and notes to the Branch, giving on certain occasions
accounts of observations made on objects of the southern sky,
including the appearances presented by Halley’s Comet. Mr.
Bird’s active connection with the Branch was temporarily inter-
rupted by the Great War, but after it he returned for a time to
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Glasgow, and again took part in the meetings of the Branch. A
few years-ago, after his retiral, he went to reside in Edinburgh,
and became a member of the Edinburgh Astronomical Associa-
tion. He also contributed several papers to the Journal of the
British Astronomical Association, and engaged in work with the
Association’s Computing Section. Part of his leisure during
retirement was devoted to the preparation of a book entitled
““ Christianity and Nature.””  This production is of a
unique description, and includes many passages of literature
culled from a wide variety of sources. With great ingenuity and
penetration of thought, illuminating and suggestive parallels are
drawn between many of the phenomena of nature and experiences
of the religious life, and it may be said that any lover of nature
or student of astronomy will peruse the work with the greatest
pleasure and profit.

As regards his personality, Mr. Bird was a man of high
character, affectionate, and modest in manner. He was beloved
by the officers and men to whom he ministered, and had upon
them a deep and abiding influence. His loss is mourned by a
widow and daughter. His burial took place on July 24 at the
New Dean Cemetery, Edinburgh, a service being previously
conducted in St. Stephen’s Church by the Rev. T. B. Stewart
Thomson, M.C. Among the congregation were Lord Sands, the
Rev. Dr. Sym, the Rev. Dr. Calder of Glasgow University, the
Rev. G. T. Wright, and Mr. George McAlpine, O.B.E. At the
opening of their session, the West of Scotland Branch of the
British Astronomical Association have recorded their profound
regret at their loss and their sympathy with his sorrowing
relatives. ‘ J. J. R

Eorrespondence,

TuE RADCLIFFE OBSERVATORY.—In Mr. Robbins’s excellent
paper on the Radcliffe Observatory (J.B:A.A. 40, 318, 319)
there are one or two phrases capable of being interpreted in a
sense not quite fair to the University of Oxford or to George
Henry Sacheverell Johnson, who was Savilian Professor of
Astronomy from 1839 to 1842. Mr. Robbins refers to ‘‘ an
acute difference of opinion ’’ which arose in 1839 ‘‘ as to the
suitability of the individual designated by the University *’ as
successor to Rigaud. It must be remembered that the University
of Oxford had no voice officially in the appointment of a Savilian
Professor. The appointment was vested in a board of nine
persons, consisting of the Chancellor of the University (at that
time the Duke of Wellington) and the holders of eight public
offices outside the University. This board was just as much
external to the University as were the Radcliffe Trustees. It was
this board that appointed George Johnson without consulting
the Radcliffe Trustees. :
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